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Sport: Game Plan – When you know the team you are about to play and you know who their players are and what 
positions they play, you can make plans during practice on how you need to play against that specific team. 
Maybe they have a great setter, or a strong front line, or run a certain formation. Once you’ve put into place your 
game plan, the expectation is that during the game you are able to follow through with that plan as a team. 
  
Life: Expectations – When you are given a task at school or maybe a chore to do at home are you told how to do 
it? Most often, yes or at least the first time you are shown how to do it then you are expected to know after that. 
After you have been shown the chore it’s now the expectation that you can do it on your own. You might even 
have a chore sheet at the house – take the trash out on Wednesday, do the dishes on Thursday, clean your room 
on Friday. You have expectations on what to do and when to do it. 
  
Truth: Following God Requires Listening –  
Deuteronomy 4:1 “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and do them, that 
you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
 
Finally, the people of Israel are about to enter the promised land – for real this time. So, what does God remind 
them of…Listen. Sometimes we can hear, but not really listen. “I hear what you’re saying, but it’s not really taking 
root.” Listening goes beyond just the basic act of hearing. I can hear a dog bark, but I have to really listen to see if I 
recognize if it’s my dogs bark. 
 
God said to listen to the statutes and rules – God had given the people of Israel statutes and rules over time, many 
times He repeated these to the people. God desired for His people to be obedient to these rules and they couldn’t 
be obedient to them if they didn’t know what God expected of them. But just like you listen to your dad or mom 
when they want you to be obedient, we have to listen to God, through His Word, to be obedient to Him. 
 
Just like this season, you’ve listened as I’ve shared from God’s Word in these devotions. You’ve listened to the 
story of Jesus Christ and that we are sinners that need a savior. You’ve listened to His story and what He did in 
coming to earth, living a perfect life, being the perfect sacrifice and dying for my sin and for your sin (paying the 
price that we couldn’t pay on our own), and raising from the dead – conquering death and the grave.  You’ve 
listened that we need to turn away from sin and believe in Jesus Christ – that He is our Lord and Savior, He did die 
on the cross for our sin, and that he did raise from the grave.  
 
As you’ve listened you can now act. If you are saying to yourself right now, I need Jesus to save me from my sin. 
Then let’s take time now to talk about that now or please let me know so that we can talk later.  
 
*Be ready to spend time with a player*  
 
Pray 
***Always give opportunity for kids/parents to respond, let them know that they can always talk to you after 
practice.*** 


