TCRD Baseball/Softball Clarifications – 2024
Listed below are local clarifications for Baseball and Softball
All other rules and playing terms will be governed by GRPA Rules for the specific Age Division, with the exception of T-ball

League Classification – (Listed below are the GRPA classifications that will govern the rules of our league)

8U Boys Coach Pitch
10U Boys Live Pitch
12U Boys Major
8U Girls Machine Pitch
10U Girls Fast Pitch
12U Girls Fast Pitch 

CERTIFIED COACHING RULE:  One coach per team must be certified and in the dugout or on the field with his/her team at all times. TCRD MUST BE NOTIFIED AHEAD OF TIME IF CERTIFIED COACH WILL NOT BE PRESENT.  The certified coach for each team must sign the line-up card before turning it into the scorekeeper. A certified coach failing to attend three games will be brought before the TCRD Athletic Advisory Committee.
 
BACKGROUND CHECK AND COACHES APPLICATION:  All coaches must complete coaches’ application and COACHES APPLICATION background check questionnaire for each sport coached. If application and background check are not completed and cleared, then individual will not be allowed to coach.

EJECTION RULE:  If a coach is ejected from a game or contest they will be removed from the facility by FT Staff and/or park supervisor. They are ejected for the remainder of the current game and the next game. If a player is ejected, the following will occur in this order (1) The official will send the player to his/her bench area for the remainder of the game, and the player is suspended for their team next game. (2) If the player continues to be disruptive in any way, he will be remanded to the area outside of the playing field. A two game suspension will result if this infraction occurs. The supervisor will contact the child guardian, and will stay with the child until they arrive. 

The next game sit-out rule will be waived for illegal substitution, and carelessly slinging a bat or helmet.  Any ejection will be reviewed and is subject to further penalties by the Athletic Advisory Committee pending the severity of the action.

 

BATTING ORDER/LINE-UP SHEETS:  All players must be listed on the line-up sheet with first and last names, jersey number and position. If a player is not playing in a game due to sickness, missing practice, etc. the reason must be listed by that player’s name on the line-         up sheet prior to the start of game. This information will be used for future reference concerning playing time if needed. Coaches should keep a copy of each game’s line-up with their team’s information. Line- ups must be signed by a certified coach and turned in to the official scorer fifteen (15) minutes prior to game time, unless league rules differ. 
If a player arrives late they will be added to the end of the batting order. If a player leaves the game an out will be called in the vacated batting position.]  

To start a game: 
1. A team must have a minimum of seven (7) players present in order to begin any local league game.  
2. A game may begin or finish with one less than normal number of players required to start. (8 – 10 & under Live and up, 8 & under and 10 & under with Machine – 9). This number can never be less than 7. 
3. The vacant position must be listed last in the batting order.
4.  An out will be recorded when the vacant position in the batting order is
             scheduled to bat.

Minimum Playing time: Local League Rule – All players are to be listed on the batting order unless they are not present and must be listed in the substitution spot and once they arrive must be moved up in the batting order and must play at least six (6) outs on defense, unless team does not play four (4) innings on defense.  Free substitution on defense. This rule does not apply to GRPA Play.

  
· All Tball, Bats must also comply with USA Bat Rules. (Noted in GRPA Rules)

· Look for the USA Baseball logo on the taper of a bat to know it is approved. Approved youth bats are 27” – 32” with barrel diameters up to 2 5/8”. Approved tee ball bats are 26” and shorter. 
· There are no weight restrictions for bats in 8U, 10U and 12U divisions as in GHSA.
· If a team is found using an ILLEGAL/ALTERED/NON APPROVED bat prior to player entering batter’s box, the equipment shall be removed and play continued. After player enters batter’s box the player will be declared out.
· A slung bat will result in a team warning for the offending team on the first offense. Each additional slung bat for that team will result in the batter being called out. If the same player continues to violate the rule, he can be removed from the game. EXCEPTION: unsportsmanlike conduct.


STEALING
· No stealing allowed in 8u softball or baseball 
· 10u can steal once the ball cross home plate in softball or baseball 
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NOTE: In 10U Live and 12U Major Divisions, the scorekeeper/ designated staff are allowed to interrupt the game once the pitcher has reached his pitch count limit for the day and/or the tournament.


 In all age groups, once a pitcher leaves the mound, he/she cannot return to the mound in that 
In all age groups, once a pitcher is removed from the mound, they may not return to the mound in that game, regardless of number of pitches thrown. 


In all divisions of GRPA boy’s baseball, the curve ball is permitted. However, in TCRD League play curve balls are prohibited. It is the policy that no youth in the 9-12-year-old league be allowed to throw curve balls. If there are no rules against the use of curve balls at the development age, serious injuries could appear in the epiphyseal linings and joints of the child’s arm, wrist, and elbow. Penalty: (1) warn the players and coach; (2) if the player continues to deliberately throw curve ball, then he should be removed from the game. (Coaches please remember that if you or your player is ejected, then you/he would have to sit out the next scheduled game.) *** this rule applies to deliberately throw curve balls ***


Game Time Limits  
T Ball -  1-hour Time Limit (No new inning shall begin after 55 Minutes of play)
8U – 1-hour Time Limit (No new inning shall begin after 55 Minutes of play)
10U – 75 Minute Time Limit (No new inning may begin after 65 Minutes of Play)
12U – 90 Minute Time Limit (No new inning may begin after 80 Minutes of Play)


