City of Thornton Girls Softball Tee Ball Rules Summary
The City of Thornton offers a tee ball division for girls ages 4 and 5 (on June 1). The emphasis in this division is safely teaching fundamentals and having fun! Teams will practice once per week throughout the season and there are no umpires at games. Scores and standings are not recorded and everyone is expected to display exemplary sportsmanship at all times! 
Playing Field/Equipment

1. Base paths will be 50 feet. Home to second base is 70’8”.

2. Home team is responsible for setting up bases for games.

3. A 10” reduced injury factor (RIF) softball will be used. Coaches will use their practice balls at the games.
4. All American Softball Association (ASA) softball bats are approved.

5. There are no glove restrictions on defensive positions, players may use any glove.

Players, Substitutes, Coaches

1. A maximum of six infielders placed in traditional positions and five or more outfielders are permitted. Players may change to different positions at any time. All players should be on the field.
2. A defensive player should be at the pitcher position, 30’ from home plate.

3. There will not be a player at the catcher position due to safety concerns with thrown bats.

4. Teams must start and continue with a minimum of six players. 

5. Coaches should play all players on defense in every inning and are encouraged to liberally move everyone to try different positions. 

6. All players will bat in the line-up. Players that arrive late will bat at the bottom of the order. Outs will not be recorded and each team will bat through their entire line up.
7. Injured or ill players may leave the game with no penalty and will be permitted to return when ready.

8. 
Batting teams should have base coaches at first and third bases. These coaches are responsible for calling fair and foul balls and whether batters and runners are safe or out. An additional coach should be in the dugout to maintain order. Fielding teams should have two coaches in the field to help provide instruction to defensive players. 
Uniforms

1. All players must wear their team t-shirts at games. 
2. Shorts are permitted. Baseball style pants and sweats are also okay.

3. Shoes are required. Molded cleats are permitted, but not mandatory. Metal cleats are prohibited.

4. Players are prohibited from wearing jewelry such as rings, watches, earrings, bracelets, necklaces, barrettes or other hard cosmetic or decorative items. Medical alert bracelets/necklaces may be worn if secured and approved by the umpire.

5. Any casts or splints must be padded and taped to prevent the possibility of injury to other players.

6. Helmets with facemasks must be worn by all batters, base runners, on deck hitter, and youth coaches (age 16 and younger) on the field.
Sportsmanship/Conduct

1. Unsportsmanlike acts shall not be committed by any player, coach or spectator. Taunting, harassing or any negative words or actions will result in immediate ejection from the field (by the League Supervisor/scorekeeper), suspension from the next game and a $25 fine which must be paid prior to being permitted to return. A second ejection in a season will result in expulsion for the remainder of the year. This is a recreational league and there is zero tolerance for unsportsmanlike conduct! There is no appeals process for ejections.
2. Tobacco products, alcohol and illegal drugs are not permitted in the park at practices and games.

Starting and Ending a Game

1. Game time is 50 minutes or five innings (whichever comes first). Teams must be able to field a minimum of six players at game time or a forfeit will be declared.

2. Scores and standings will not be kept.
3. When time has expired, individual players should be permitted to finish their at bat in all situations.

4. Home teams will have the last at bat, but at 60 minutes, the game shall be ended.

5. Home team will keep track of game time.

Batting
1. There are no strikeouts. Batters will get seven attempts to hit the ball and then will proceed to first base if unsuccessful.
2. If a batter is discovered as batting out of order, she shall be replaced with the correct batter and there is no further penalty.

3. Bunting is not allowed.

4. There is no “infield fly” rule.

Batter/Runner

1. There is no stealing or leading off. 
2. Runners may advance only after the batter hits the ball.

3. At this age level, we want to encourage girls to make outs on defense, but realize the penalty for “overthrowing” the ball often results in a base hit turning into a home run and ultimately discouragement with most coaches instructing their players to get the ball back to the pitcher instead. As a result, we will have a “base runner” rule:

a. The batter/base runner headed to first base will be permitted to advance to second base (at their own risk) on all failed attempts to put them out at first base. 
b. The ball will remain live and the defense may attempt to put the runner out at second base, but the runner may not advance further than second base. The runner may choose to stay at first base if they think they will be put out.
c. On-base runners are also subject to this rule. They may advance to the base they are headed to and a maximum of one additional base after that on a failed attempt to be put out. Again the ball is live and they advance at their own risk.

d. In summary, the defense will have a maximum of two attempts to put runners out and runners may obtain a maximum of one additional base on failed attempts to be put out. 
4. Runners are out when they are successfully tagged between bases by a defensive player or in force out situations. Runners are also out for running out of the baseline to avoid being tagged out, for passing the runner ahead of them, or for not running the bases in order.
5. Runners struck by a batted or thrown ball are not out unless they intentionally interfered with the ball.

6. Runners are responsible for avoiding collisions on all close plays. Runners are encouraged to slide on all close plays. Since most collisions will be accidental at this age, the result of the play will stand (runner is out or safe). If a player is suspected of intentionally running into players, they should be warned and than removed from the game if the behavior continues. 
Extra City of Thornton Rules:
1. Roster changes must be approved by the league coordinator. If both coaches agree, players may switch teams on a per game basis when one team has a lot more players show up than the other. For example one team has 11 players and the other has 6, it would be okay to have two players switch teams for that game.

2. There is no tournament for the tee ball division. Coaches with multiple teams are not permitted to switch girls between age divisions.

3. Games that are suspended due to weather or other factors will be finished at a later date if needed. Teams should re-create the batting line up the best they can in this situation (new players, not at the original game, would go to the bottom of the line up).

4. Coaches are responsible for distributing the rules to all parents!

5. This is a recreational league and at this age level, the primary focus should be on teaching the fundamentals of the game, good sportsmanship, how to be a good team member and having fun!
Rules and updates are at www.quickscores.com/thornton.net
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