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	PRIVATE 

2024 Adult Fall Softball Rules


Sportsmanship: Good sportsmanship is an expectation at all times. This is a recreational league and all players, coaches and spectators are required to address the officials, staff and opposing team members in a courteous, sportsmanlike manner. Officials and staff may eject you for poor behavior and such decisions are final and not subject to appeal. Anyone ejected has two minutes to leave the field area (including the bleachers) or the game will be subject to forfeit. All ejections carry a $25 fine and an additional one game suspension to be served at the next scheduled game. A second ejection during the season or a flagrant display of poor sportsmanship on a first occurrence will result in expulsion for the rest of the season. 99% of the players are here to have fun and get a little exercise, do not be in the 1% that causes trouble!
CURRENT UNITED STATES SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION (FORMERLY ASA) RULES WILL GOVERN PLAY:
Players on Defense: Teams may start with a minimum of 7 players and a maximum of 10 players on defense. There must be a minimum of 4 females in the field at all times and any combination of men to women is acceptable (i.e.: 6 men, 4 women, 5 men, 5 women, 4 men, 6 women, etc.) as long as there are at least 4 women. There are no restrictions or designations on where men or women have to play. Team managers designate when and where everyone plays. There are no minimum restrictions on the number of male players.
Players on Offense: All players at the game will bat. In Men’s and Coed, batters are allowed 3 balls or 2 strikes (plus one courtesy foul) and will start with a 1-1 count. Team managers will submit separate male and female lineups and teams will alternate male/female batters throughout the game. This means on a team starting with 6 men and 4 women, the women will end up with more at bats then the men (i.e.; they are rotating through their lineup of four quicker). Players arriving late will be placed at the bottom of lineup.

Base Distances: Bases are 65’ apart and front of pitcher’s mound is 50’ from the back of home plate.

Coed Outfield Line: Outfielders must start behind the 175’ line marked in the outfield for all male and female batters.  In the event of a violation, a delayed dead ball will be called and the batter shall have the option of taking the result of the play or first base.
Starting the Game/Forfeits: Home team is designated on the schedule. If a team cannot field a minimum of 7 players (4 of which must be women) by 5 minutes after the scheduled game time, the game shall be declared a forfeit. Teams may then scrimmage each other, but the officials will not work the game due to A.S.A. rules.
Walking a Male Player: When a male player is walked in the Coed league, he automatically is awarded second base and the next female player shall bat unless there are two outs already, in which case she may bat or walk. 
Home Run Hit: There is only one home run hit per a game. The first person to hit an out of the park home run shall be the only home run hit of the game. Anyone else who hits a home run in that game shall be declared out. 
Bat Restrictions: Current U.S.A. bat restrictions will be enforced at the discretion of the umpire. Far a current list of approved/restricted bats, go to https://www.usasoftball.com/certified-equipment/
Official Softball: We use a 12-inch, restricted flight softball for Men’s Leagues and for both male and female batters in Coed leagues.
Courtesy Runners: In event of an injury, courtesy runners are permitted. Courtesy runner shall be the last out recorded and must be male for male or female for female substitute.

Safety Base: In order to prevent collisions, batter/runners must touch the orange (outside) portion of the double first base and fielders must set up on the white (inside) portion of the base when there is a chance for the play to be made. When there is no close play, runners may elect to round first base, touching the white (inside) portion and the fielder is expected to not impair their progress in any way.

Player I.D.s: All players must be listed on the team’s official roster. All players must show their Driver’s License or other picture I.D. when requested by the Supervisor or Official. Any player who cannot prove they are who they say they are, will be removed from the game.

Sliding/Avoiding Collisions: Base runners have the primary responsibility to attempt to avoid all collisions when a play is imminent (i.e.: fielders have a right to protect the bag if attempting to make the out). There is not a mandatory slide rule, but runners must make some move to avoid collisions when in the official’s judgment, there is a possibility an out may be made. 
Coed Home Plate Line: In order to avoid collisions at home plate, the first base foul line will be continued 8’ behind home plate and base runners will cross this line instead of touching home plate. In addition to the third base foul line, there will be a base runner line from third base to a point 8’ behind home. On this line will be a hash mark 20’ from the home plate line and once a base runner has passed this mark, they may not return to third base. Catchers must set up on home plate and are not permitted to tag base runners (all plays are a force out). The Men’s League will not have this home plate line.
Stealing: Base stealing is not permitted.

Game Time: Official game time is 55 minutes (or seven innings) and begins when managers walk away from the pre-game conference with the umpire. Home teams get to bat last provided they are not ahead when the time limit ends.
Mercy Rule: Games will be ended if the home team is ahead by 15 runs or more after four innings or 10 runs or more after 5 innings of play.
Tie Games: Tie games are recorded as such if the time limit has been reached and the home team has batted.
Tiebreakers: If two or more teams are tied with the same record, final standings will be determined by using these tiebreakers: 
1. result of head-to-head competition
2. average runs against your team 
3. forfeits 
4. coin toss.

Injured Players: There shall be no penalty for injured players. Teams starting with only 4 females, may continue to play with 3 if one is injured. Teams starting with 7 players may continue to play with 6 if needed. Games will be ended when less than 3 females or 6 total players are left.
Blood Rule: Any player who is bleeding or has blood on their uniform or equipment shall not be permitted to play until appropriate treatment is rendered and all blood is covered/removed.

Uniforms: Matching and/or numbered uniforms are not required. Metal cleats are not permitted.

Jewelry: Jewelry is not permitted. Batters will be asked to remove jewelry and charged with a strike. Defensive players will be asked to come out of the game and remove jewelry.

Alcohol/Smoking: Alcohol, illegal drugs and smoking are not permitted within the park. Visibly intoxicated individuals will be ejected by the Umpire or Field Supervisor.

Protests/Appeals: After the fact protests are not permitted. Judgment calls on the part of the officials are not subject to appeal. Any questions about an interpretation of the rules must be made in a sportsmanlike manner (i.e.: call timeout and ask for a clarification in a calm manner) before the next pitch. It is our intent that all disputes be settled at the time they occur when all the facts are still clear to the umpires and staff. 
Awards: First place team in each league will receive custom shirts for each player or a credit to be used in future leagues.

The Recreation Coordinator in charge of the league reserves the right to research the A.S.A. Rulebook and make judgements/clarification on all rules not covered here. 
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