Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Department
Co-Ed Softball League 
SOFTBALL RULES AND REGULATIONS
The purpose of this league, to be sponsored by the Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Department, is to combine the interest of the softball teams of the community into friendly rivalry, wholesome recreation, and clean sportsmanship.  The Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Department shall be responsible for the collection of team entry fees, the scheduling of all dates for league play, the enforcement of the Softball Rules and Regulations, and the provision of the necessary facilities, officials, and equipment for the operation of the program.
A. GENERAL RULES OF PLAY
USA rules apply except where certain exceptions and clarifications have been made.

B. LEAGUE ENTRY
All teams must submit player’s waiver before any player can play.

C. SCHEDULING
Schedules will be emailed to all team managers.  It is the team manager’s responsibility to inform his/her players of all dates, times, policies, rules, regulations etc.  All games will be played as scheduled.  No exceptions.

RAINOUTS:
In the case of inclement weather, each team manager will be notified by the Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Department.  If a game has not been cancelled by 5:00 p.m., teams are under the assumption that the games are still on.  If inclement weather occurs during a live game, the umpire has the final decision on the duration of the game.  Rainouts will be rescheduled by the Parks and Recreation Department.   Rain-out games will be rescheduled as double-headers or added on to the end of the regular season.  All games will be rescheduled regardless of impact in standings.  

PRACTICES:

All teams may reserve a practice field, pending payment of the league entry fee.  A team may only practice once a week. 

D. PROTESTS
All calls by the umpire are final. All disputes must be resolved before the next pitch is made. 
E. OFFICIATING
Umpires are authorized and required to enforce all rules.  Judgment calls are final.  Any in-game protest will be in accordance with ASA rules unless it is a rule with a certain exception or clarification made by the Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Softball League.  Each team will be provided with a scorebook and is responsible to keep it at each game.  The Parks Department will NOT keep a scorebook.  If there is any discrepancy in the score or game the umpire will make the final decision. 
F. PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 
All players must be at least the age of 18.
All team managers must sign a waiver agreement on behalf of their entire team in order to participate in the league.

All players must sign the team roster in order to participate in any game.
G. OFFICIAL ROSTER 
A team roster must be turned in prior to the first game. Any team may add or drop players until 3 weeks prior to the start of the tournament. No exceptions.   
H. STARTING THE GAME
A team shall consist of 10 players:  5 male and 5 female.  If a team cannot field 10 players, they may play under the following condition:  A team beginning with 9 players will be charged an out when reaching the 9th or 10th position in the batting order (depending on vacant spot by alternating gender).  If another player arrives (of short-handed gender), that player must be inserted into the vacant spot in the batting line-up.  A team playing short-handed must still alternate genders by defensive position.  A team unable to field 9 players will forfeit the game.  
I. DEFENSIVE PLAYER POSITIONING
A team must play 2 males and 2 females in both the infield and outfield and have male/female combinations as pitchers and catcher.  

J. BATTING ORDER
The batting order must alternate genders: female-male-female-male, etc. 

K. WALKS
If a male batter is walked, he will be awarded two-bases (the batter automatically advances to 2nd base).  The next batter, a female, will take her turn to bat or choose to go directly to 1st base if there are 2 outs.
All players will come to the plate with a 1-1 count.
L. FORFEITS
Any team needing to forfeit their game needs to notify the Torner Center before 4:00 p.m. the day off the scheduled game. Failure to inform the office within the time mentioned will not only result in your forfeit that night but, your team will then have to forfeit the following scheduled game. 

Game time is defined as the scheduled starting time on a team’s schedule, or the conclusion of the preceding game if the previous game is running late

Teams must have a minimum of at least nine (9) players present at game time or their opponent has the option to:

1. Ask for immediate forfeit, or


2. Start the game clock (not play) and allow that team up to ten (10) minutes to get at least nine (9) players.  Up to three (3) players may be picked up in order to reach the number of nine (9).  Failure to field a team within ten (10) minutes will result in a forfeit.  (Note: The ten (10) minute grace period will not extend beyond ten (10) minutes past the scheduled starting time.  Therefore, if a team’s scheduled starting time was at 7:00 p.m. and the previous game ended at 7:20 p.m. and a team could not field a minimum of nine (9) players, the game is declared a forfeit.)  This is only good for regular season play, not tournament play.
3.  Games will start on time if both teams have at least 9 players and teams will need to take the field immediately.  The 10 minutes to allow players to show up is not practice time or a grace period for teams to start play.

M. DURATION OF GAME
All games are limited to 7 innings or 60 minute time limit.  When 60 minutes have expired the games will end, regardless of the inning, under the following conditions:  (a) the home team is ahead and the visitors have made their third out; or (b) the home team has scored their winning run or made their third out.  The inning in progress will be played out until one of the above clarifications are met.  The umpire will keep the game time on the field.  Game time will not run during certain situations such as rain delay, lightening, or other acts of nature; injury to player; field or equipment repair, etc.  If an umpire suspects a team is purposely taking too much time to get on/off the field, using stalling tactics, then the umpire may stop the game clock.  
RUN RULE

If a team is ahead by 20 or more after three innings, 15 or more runs after four innings or 10 after five innings, the game shall be concluded by the “Run Rule.”
N. HOME RUN LIMIT
There will be a maximum of 3 over the fence home runs for men and unlimited for women.  Every over the fence home run after the third will be ruled an out.  

O. BASE STEALING
Base stealing will not be allowed.
P. EQUIPMENT
BATS

USA bats are to be used.
UNIFORMS

Teams should wear same color shirts with numbers for games.  It is not required, but preferred.  Fruit of the Loom type white shirts with marker drawn numbers on the back are fine for a fill in shirt.

Shirts must be worn at all times. 

Metal cleats are not allowed.  Any player wearing them will be ejected, unless able to change.
Q. PLAYER CONDUCT
All players, managers, spectators, and other persons affiliated with a team are expected to behave in a sportsmanlike manner while on park property.  Profanity will not be tolerated.  Ejection may occur with the use of profanity.   

In the event that a player is ejected from a game, they are automatically suspended for their next game also.  This applies to both in-season and playoff games.  There is always a possibility of a longer suspension if deemed necessary.  

No one under the age of 18 is allowed on the field or in the dugouts during a game.

Alcohol is not allowed on city park property. 

Only individuals allowed in the dugouts during a game are players that are playing in the current scheduled game.

Repeated unsportsmanlike conduct (EX: negative taunting, continued negative questioning of umpire calls/decision, misuse of equipment, verbal/physical criticism, etc.) will result in expulsion of offending players(s) from league play for a period of one week up to permanent removal from league play, depending on severity of the incident(s).

R. LEAGUE STANDINGS 
Standings will be updated on a weekly basis.  The standings may be obtained by the park office.  They will also be posted on the softball website.  http://www.quickscores.com/terrehautein
S. TOURNAMENT PLAY
Players will not be allowed to be added to team’s rosters 3 weeks prior to the start of the tournament unless approved by the Parks Department. Everyone on a tournament roster must have had played one game with their teams during the regular season.

Post-season tournament will be based on regular season standings as reported to the Terre Haute Parks & Recreation Department office.  Post-season tournaments will function under regular league rules, unless otherwise noted.  A tournament roster must be submitted 3 weeks before tournament play begins.  NO EXCEPTIONS. Players are only allowed to be on one roster.  Each team will receive a copy of other teams’ rosters to monitor players.

T. All rules are subject to change.
