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PONDER BASEBALL LEAGUE RULES, POLICIES, AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Introduction
Welcome to Ponder Baseball. We are pleased to have your team participate in the upcoming baseball season and look forward to providing a positive, organized, and enjoyable experience for players, coaches, families, and spectators at our fields and facilities.
Objectives
Ponder Baseball asks each team to promote the following objectives among players, parents, coaches, and team representatives:
· Create and maintain a fun, respectful, and positive atmosphere.
· Teach and model good sportsmanship at all times.
· Encourage full player participation whenever possible.
· Develop and reinforce baseball fundamentals.
· Emphasize teamwork, integrity, and fair play.
· Promote volunteer involvement through coaching and team support opportunities.
· Encourage players to build friendships with teammates, new players, and players from opposing teams.
· Provide a friendly but competitive environment.
· Promote positive parental involvement and appropriate interaction during games.
Registration Information
The birthdate cutoff for all divisions is May 31. Games may be scheduled on weekday evenings and Saturdays. Questions regarding registration, schedules, or league requirements should be directed to the league office.
General Information
1. Each team must submit a current roster form that is completed in full, including the team name and number of players. Forms may be obtained from the downloads section at quickscores.com/ponderbaseball or from the field office during posted office hours.
2. Each team must submit a signed player liability waiver and parent acknowledgement form for every player listed on the roster for the current season.
3. Each team must provide a copy of every player’s City ID card once obtained. A birth certificate may be accepted temporarily for registration; however, City ID cards are required by the second week of the season. A player without the required card by that time will be ineligible to participate.
4. In accordance with Section 303 of the City of El Paso Athletic and Field Use administrative requirements, all team staff, coaches, assistant coaches, scorekeepers, bookkeepers, and team representatives must obtain a City Coaches ID card. No individual may enter the field or dugout area with players unless the required card has been presented at team registration and is worn visibly during league play.
Coaches’ Meetings
Before the start of each season, the League Director will conduct a mandatory coaches’ meeting to review rules, requirements, expectations, schedules, and general league procedures. Each team must have at least one representative in attendance. Failure to attend will result in the loss of protest or appeal rights for the current season.
Coach Requirements
A coach may serve as head coach for only one team per age division. Violation of this rule will result in forfeiture of all games in which the coach served in an official capacity.
All coaches, scorekeepers, and team staff members who are 18 years of age or older must obtain a City of El Paso Coaches ID card and present it to the Ponder Baseball league office no later than 24 hours before the first scheduled game of the season. Teams affiliated with the same sports organization must maintain separate staff for each team in the event of scheduling conflicts. Listed coaches must be present in the dugout during games and may not be listed solely to satisfy staffing requirements.
Individuals without the required Coaches ID card will not be permitted on the field. If a team does not have eligible coaches or team staff available at game time, the game will be declared a forfeit. Only registered coaches, team moms, and players are permitted in the dugouts. Infants or children in carriers are not permitted in the dugout because they are not covered by league insurance.
League Rules and Regulations
Unless modified by Ponder Baseball local league rules or otherwise stated in this document, all league games and playoffs will be conducted in accordance with the current USSSA Official Baseball National Bylaws and Rules.
Rules made available to coaches through quickscores.com/ponderbaseball take precedence over USSSA rules when applied to 3–5 and 6–7 tee ball divisions. Coaches, assistant coaches, scorekeepers, team representatives, and volunteers agree to follow both the letter and spirit of these rules and the objectives of the Ponder Baseball program. Questions about rules should be directed to the League Director before the start of a game.
Awards
The registered athletes of the winning team in the division playoff game will each receive a championship medal.    
Coaches in the Dugout
Each team may have no more than four coaches, assistant coaches, or scorekeepers in the dugout. Scorekeepers count toward this limit. Defensive coaches must remain inside the dugout or behind the protective dugout fence. Coaching outfielders must be done from the dugout.
Division-Specific Rules
Division-specific rules are available in the downloads section at quickscores.com/ponderbaseball. Coaches are responsible for reviewing and following the rules applicable to their division.
Equipment
Bats
5U and 7U players must use tee ball bats that are labeled accordingly and display either the USSSA thumbprint or USA Baseball logo. Softball bats are not permitted.
Coach Pitch divisions may not use tee ball bats, softball bats, or fast-pitch bats. Bats must be constructed of wood, alloy, or aluminum, may not exceed 2 3/4 inches in diameter, and may not exceed 36 inches in length.
Baseball bats may not exceed 2 3/4 inches in diameter or 36 inches in length and must be constructed of wood, alloy, or aluminum.
Baseballs
Tee ball teams will use M balls. Coach Pitch teams will use LL1 balls. Kid Pitch teams will use LL2 balls. Each team must provide one game ball to the umpire for use during scheduled games.
Field Conditions and Weather
In the event of inclement weather, the league office will notify head coaches regarding rainouts or cancellations. Games cancelled due to weather may be rescheduled at the discretion of the League Director. No games will be postponed except for weather-related conditions.
Teams should not assume a game is cancelled unless notified by the league. Makeup games may be scheduled later the same day, on Saturdays or Sundays, or during the following weeks. If standings will not be affected, the League Director may determine that a cancelled game will not be replayed.
Game Times and Scheduling
Schedules will be provided online through quickscores.com/ponderbaseball. Coaches must register with QuickScores to receive all notices, updates, and league emails. Coaches are responsible for ensuring their email addresses and contact numbers are accurate and legible.
The full season schedule may be posted in advance. Schedule adjustments may be permitted when necessary; however, teams are expected to be considerate of other teams within their division. Ponder Baseball is not responsible for incorrect game times or dates provided by telephone. Parents should direct scheduling questions to their coach or designated team representative. The League only communicates with the head coach of each team or designated 
Game Time Limits
Game time limits are as follows: 5U and 7U Tee Ball, 70 minutes; Coach Pitch, 75 minutes; Baseball, 80 minutes.
The game clock begins when the umpire calls the plate meeting. The home team is the first team listed on the schedule. Umpires are instructed not to begin a new inning when eight minutes or less remain in the game.
Forfeit time is game time for all regular season and playoff games. If a team and its coaches are not in the dugout at game time, or if lineups are not completed and presented at the plate meeting, a forfeit may be declared.
General Game Rules
1. A team may play an official game with eight players. An out will be recorded for the ninth position in the batting order each time that position is due to bat.
2. Steel cleats of any kind are not permitted.
3. Coaches must provide a complete lineup card to the umpires at the start of each game. The lineup card must include each player’s first and last name, player number, team name, and date. Failure to provide a complete lineup card may result in delay of game and forfeiture.
Home Team
The home team is the first team listed on the schedule. On Ponder Fields 1 and 3, dugouts are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis by the registered team coach. On Ponder Field 2, the rubberized tee ball field, the home team will occupy the first-base dugout.
League Format
Ponder Baseball does not guarantee a specific number of regular season games. The league intends to schedule approximately 8 games with playoffs, when possible; however, the number of games may vary based on the number of teams in each division and the amount of field time permitted by the City of El Paso.
At the conclusion of the regular season, playoff games may be held, weather permitting. Teams that forfeit more than two regular season games will not be eligible to participate in playoffs.
Lineup Cards
Each team must prepare duplicate lineup cards before each game. Each lineup card must list every player and substitute by full first and last name and uniform number. Lineup cards must be provided to the plate umpire and the official scorekeeper. Umpires will not begin a game without completed lineup cards. If the game is delayed because lineup cards are incomplete or unavailable, a forfeit may be declared.
Pitching Rules
For baseball divisions, a pitcher may record no more than 24 outs in any calendar week, Sunday through Saturday. A player who pitches 24 outs over two consecutive days must rest the following day.
A pitcher may remain in the game defensively if moved to another position. If the pitcher is removed from the game, the pitcher may not re-enter that game.
Balk rules apply in applicable divisions, with one warning per pitcher. A balk called with no runners on base will be counted as a ball.
A second trip to the mound in the same inning to the same pitcher requires that pitcher to be removed from the pitching position for the remainder of the game.
Player Eligibility
The age cutoff for all Ponder Baseball seasons is May 31. League administration will verify player eligibility. Submission of rosters and player identification documents confirms that coaches understand the age cutoff requirement and have reviewed player eligibility. There are no height or weight limits for players.
Playoffs
League playoffs may be held at the end of each season. Once playoff brackets are scheduled, they are final except in the event of inclement weather.
Pre-Game Warmups
All pre-game warmups must take place in grassy areas behind the ball fields or at a safe distance from the playing fields. Fences may not be used for batting practice or as backstops for pitching practice. No practice is permitted on the infield before a game. Teams must remain off fields while maintenance is being performed.
Pitchers, catchers, and all players must be warmed up before the scheduled game time, and lineup cards must be prepared and ready for submission.
Rosters
After the first regular season game, the head coach must verify the spelling of each player’s name and correct any discrepancies. Any player not active on the team roster by the second week must be removed. A player may not play on two teams within the same division. A player may play in an older division only if a signed parent or guardian waiver is on file for that division each season.
Players may not register on game day. A player must be registered at least 24 hours before a game to be added to the roster.
Coaches are responsible for maintaining accurate rosters and ensuring all players are eligible. The league administration is not responsible for discrepancies if rosters are inaccurate and a protest is filed. Coaches must notify the office immediately when verified players are dropped. Players may be added only through the fourth week of the season. A $16 fee, a player card, a player liability waiver, and a parent acknowledgement form are required for each new player.
5U tee ball rosters are limited to 16 players per team.
Scorekeeping
The home team must provide the official scorekeeper, who must be seated near the home plate umpire. The official scorekeeper must receive a copy of the lineup from both teams before the start of the game.
Time Schedules and Refund Policy
Game times will be determined during the coaches’ meetings for each age division. The league intends to schedule games on weekday evenings and Saturdays whenever possible.
Once a team has registered by the deadline established by the League, payment has been made, and receipts have been provided, no refunds will be issued for any reason. Payments are applied toward City of El Paso permits, and the City of El Paso does not issue refunds for those permits.
Uniforms
Player uniforms must display the team name and a single- or double-digit number on the back of the shirt. No two players on the same team may share the same number. Players must be in uniform by the third week of the season. Taped numbers on shirts are permitted only for the first two games after a player is registered.
Players must keep shirts tucked in at all times. Caps must be worn with the bill facing forward. Coaches and team staff must wear a team shirt and cap. One warning will be issued for uniform violations; if not corrected, the coach, assistant coach, or team representative may be removed from the dugout. Uniform issues are not subject to protest.
Parking
Parking inside the park is limited during the season. Additional parking is available on the GECU side of the park and should be used when available. Parking between two handicap-designated spaces may result in a $200 fine.
Protests and Ejections
Protests must be made at the time of the incident. Protests made after the incident will not be considered.
Protests
A protest is a formal dispute regarding a rule interpretation or player eligibility issue. Judgment calls, including balls, strikes, safe/out calls, and similar decisions, may not be protested. A protest must be stated verbally to the umpire on the field at the time of the incident, and the head coach must clearly notify the umpire of the intention to protest. The home plate umpire must validate the protest by signing the official scorebook or umpire card.
Protests are limited to rules and eligibility matters. All substitutes listed on a lineup card must participate in at least one inning offensively and defensively, where applicable. Any protest involving substitution requirements must be made at the time the alleged violation occurs.
A $100 cash protest fee must be submitted to the umpire at the time of the protest. The game will continue, and the protest will be reviewed after the game. Even if a protest is upheld, the game will not be replayed.
Ejections
An ejection may be issued by an umpire when a coach, player, or team representative flagrantly violates league rules, argues balls and strikes, or displays unsportsmanlike conduct. An ejected individual must leave the premises immediately.
Forfeits
A game may be forfeited under the following circumstances:
· A team is not present on the field or in the dugout, or refuses to begin the game at the scheduled time.
· After play has begun, a team refuses to continue or resume play as directed by the umpire.
· A team uses tactics intended to delay or hasten the game.
· A team does not have the required number of players to begin or continue the game.
· A team willfully violates league rules after receiving a warning from the umpire.
· Coaches, assistant coaches, parents, or spectators ignore the instructions of the presiding umpire.
Only the League Director and the presiding umpire have the authority to declare a forfeit. If a game is forfeited, the team responsible for the forfeit must pay the umpire fees and applicable forfeit fee before participating in its next scheduled game.
Rules of Conduct
Umpires are not required to issue warnings for certain violations. All players, coaches, parents, fans, family members, spectators, and team representatives are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and sportsmanlike manner at all times.
· Any person who touches an umpire or Ponder League staff member in a manner considered abusive is subject to ejection from the park and may face additional penalties. Abuse of players or spectators may result in the same consequences.
· Any coach, fan, or parent who is ejected must meet with the League Director, who will apply the adopted City of El Paso behavior management rules based on the nature of the infraction.
· Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their players, parents, fans, family members, and spectators. A game may be forfeited if a coach cannot control the team’s crowd. A coach may be immediately ejected if found to be inciting spectators in a manner that disrupts the game.
· Only the head coach may enter the field to discuss a call.
· Tobacco products, chewing gum, chewing tobacco, smoking, and vaping are prohibited on the field and in the dugout. Violations may result in suspension. City ordinance prohibits smoking, vaping, and tobacco use in the park.
· An ejected coach must meet with the Ponder League Director before the next scheduled game to determine further action under the City of El Paso Parks and Recreation behavior management guidelines.
· If a player is determined to be ineligible during the regular season, the player and coach may be removed from the game and may be suspended for a minimum of one season. Any game in which the ineligible player participated may be forfeited, and the team may be declared ineligible for playoffs.
· The use or possession of alcoholic beverages by any coach before or during a game is prohibited and may result in suspension from the league.
· Foul or abusive language or obscene gestures by any coach or player may result in ejection. This includes post-game handshakes. Spectator violations may result in forfeiture and removal from the park.
· City of El Paso ordinances apply at Jim Crouch (Ponder) Park. Alcoholic beverages, smoking, and vaping are prohibited. Anyone found in violation may be asked to leave the park. If an individual refuses to comply, the El Paso Police Department may be contacted.
· Failure to follow Ponder Baseball League rules and regulations may result in immediate ejection from the park and/or expulsion from the league.
Appeal Process
The League Director has authority to suspend fans, players, and coaches and to rule on forfeitures resulting from rule violations. A written appeal of the League Director’s decision may be submitted to the League Commissioner within three days of the decision. If there is disagreement with the League Commissioner’s decision, a final appeal may be submitted to the board of directors. The board of directors’ decision is final.
Sportsmanship Expectations
Mistakes may occur during officiating. Ponder Baseball will not tolerate profane language, abusive conduct, or disrespectful attitudes toward umpires, league staff, players, spectators, coaches, assistant coaches, or team representatives.
Coaches are expected to teach baseball fundamentals, emphasize integrity and character, and encourage sportsmanship among all players.
Parents, family members, spectators, and fans may not harass coaches or players from any team. Profane or abusive language toward any team member is prohibited. Cheering must be limited to positive encouragement for one’s own team. Coaching during games is limited to the team’s coaching staff. There may be no verbal abuse of opposing teams at any time while on Park property.
Parent Responsibility
Ponder Baseball League requires background checks for all coaches, assistant coaches, and team representatives. Information obtained through background checks is confidential and protected by applicable privacy rules. Background checks are an important safety measure; however, they do not guarantee complete protection.
Parents and guardians remain responsible for directly supervising and safeguarding their children while at the park. Any suspected inappropriate behavior should be reported to the proper authorities immediately. Jim Crouch (Ponder) is a public park, and families are expected to remain attentive and keep children close.
Ponder Baseball Park and League Rules
Coaches must make parents, team representatives, players, fans, and spectators aware of these policies. These rules will be strictly enforced. Coaches may receive warnings when infractions occur. All coaches, team staff, and parents are expected to review and sign acknowledgement forms confirming their understanding of these rules.
Inside the Gates
1. No outside food or drinks are permitted, including ice chests, coolers, coffee, fountain drinks, restaurant food, or similar items.
2. No pets are permitted.
3. No bicycles, skates, or skateboards are permitted.
Individuals with prohibited items may be directed to return those items to their vehicle.
Inside Dugouts on Rubber Turf
For the Miracle League field, one water bottle per player and coaching staff member may be brought into the dugout. Family members and spectators may bring a personal water bottle, but no opaque containers, or similar drink containers into the area. Water is available for purchase at the concession stand.
All trash must be placed in provided trash cans. Teams are responsible for cleaning the dugout after each game. Gum, food, and drinks are not permitted inside the gates or in the dugout. Family members may not pass food to players through or over dugout fencing and may not gather behind the dugout fence.
Only registered coaches, assistant coaches, team representatives, and players are permitted on the specialized turf for tee ball. Siblings and other unauthorized individuals are not permitted on the field or turf area. Appropriate footwear, i.e. tennis shoes, must be worn on the rubberized surface.
The victory tunnel may be used only from the green gate outside the field. After games, only the next team’s players and coaches may enter the field area. Players may not enter the field until a registered team coach arrives and enters the dugout. Teams must gather in designated grass areas and remain off the field until the coach arrives.
Noisemakers
Artificial noisemakers are not permitted inside the Field of Miracles gate or fence. Walk-up music and any other music are permitted on the Miracle League field.
Entrance Fees
No entrance fee is charged inside the Field of Miracles gate and fence unless individuals repeatedly violate the outside food or drink policy. A warning may be issued, and the individual will be directed to remove or dispose of the prohibited items. Repeated violations may result in a $5 per-person fee. No refunds will be issued for any reason.
Bag Checks
At the discretion of Ponder Baseball League, all bags, including backpacks, purses, bat bags, equipment bags, grocery bags, and other carry bags, may be subject to search. This policy supports compliance with park and league rules and promotes safety in the Field of Miracles area. Ponder Baseball League reserves the right to refuse admission to any individual who declines a bag search.
Questions and Concerns
All concerns that arise during a game or season should be submitted in writing to League Administration by the respective head coach. Parents who wish to raise a concern must also submit it in writing to League Administration. Anonymous correspondence will not be considered.
Destruction of Property
Any person who willfully damages or destroys park or league property will be responsible for all resulting damages and may be subject to prosecution when appropriate. Protected property includes, but is not limited to, fencing, entryways, dugouts, field surfaces, awnings, bleachers, picnic tables, benches, buildings, restrooms, backstops, brick planters, and sprinkler heads. Surveillance cameras are located throughout the park to protect families and property.
All teams are responsible for trash removal and maintaining clean dugouts, surrounding field areas, and bleachers on outlying fields. Trash cans are provided by the City of El Paso and must be used. Trash bags may be requested at the concession stand. Coaches must ensure that all City Park rules and Ponder Baseball rules are reviewed with parents, spectators, fans, coaches, players, and team representatives.
About Ponder Baseball
Ponder Baseball is a fundraising activity for El Paso’s Miracle League, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides recreational opportunities for individuals with disabilities in the community. The League Director for Ponder Baseball also serves as the volunteer Executive Director of El Paso’s Miracle League.
Ponder Baseball is not affiliated with the National Miracle League Association. It operates as a fundraising activity of the Miracle League of El Paso and is not associated with the City of El Paso. Ponder Baseball operates as an independent league within the city.
The Ponder Baseball complex was built for the enjoyment of individuals with disabilities and their families. The league is committed to protecting and maintaining the complex so it may serve the community for years to come. All coaches, assistants, team representatives, players, spectators, fans, and families are expected to follow the rules established for the facility.
Ponder Baseball League Current Season Coaches and Team Staff Acknowledgement Form
I acknowledge that I have received and read the Ponder Baseball rules and policies for the current season.
I understand that I am responsible for the accurate and timely submission of all registration materials for my team members.
I acknowledge that I have informed, or will inform, all parents, spectators, fans, coaches, team representatives, and players of the rules and policies contained in this document, and I understand the penalties that may be imposed for violations.
I agree not to use profanity or make derogatory gestures toward umpires, players, opposing coaches, or spectators. I understand that penalties for abusive behavior toward umpires or league personnel may be severe.
Staff Member: ________________________________ Team: ________________________________
Division: ________________________________ Team Name: ________________________________
I agree to abide by all Ponder Baseball League rules and applicable City of El Paso Park rules at all times.
Name: ______________________________________________
Please print legibly.
Signature: __________________________________________
Date: _______________________________________________
7500 W H Burges, El Paso, Texas 79925, Mailing Address P O Box 972508, El Paso, Texas 79997 §
Phone: 915 779-4770 § E-mail address sandieelp@aol.com
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