
2018 PRINCE WILLIAM ADULT SOFTBALL COED LEAGUE/PWCASL
SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES

Lefty Terrant, President -Director 
E-Mail: pwcadultsoftball@gmail.com




League Website: www.quickscores/nvssoftball



FIELD CANCELLATION NUMBERS: 
703-792-3294 [VALLEY VIEW] 
703-792-3281 [BEN LOMOND]
Sanctity of the Game Clause 

Any violation or action deemed as inappropriate even though not 
specifically mentioned in our rules/bylaws, all disorders and neglects 
to the prejudice of good order and discipline in the game, all conduct 
of a nature to bring discredit upon the League or game of softball, or 
the esprit de corps of the same, and offenses not capital, of which 
persons subject to the League may be guilty, shall be taken cognizance 
of by the director or their designates according to the nature and 
degree of the offense, and shall be punished at the discretion of the 
League commissioner or their designates. 

Permanent By-Laws as adopted by the League Founder
1) The ASA Softball Rules shall govern this league, unless they are listed on 
our Amended Rules Page. 

2) Balls: All teams will use the same balls for the games, furnished through the league in the 
Spring as part of the Team Fee. 12-inch balls used for men/ll-inch balls used for women. 
Balls must be purchased through the League! 

3) Only bats listed on the ASA Approved Bat list are legal for use & will be allowed in our 
league play. It is the Manager's responsibility to keep up with the current ASA banned bat 
listing to ensure that no team member is bringing "unallowed" equipment. Umpire will not 
allow use of any bat that has dents, cracks or rattles. www.asasoftball.com as a list of banned 
bats; managers should check this on a regular basis. The Coed Board reserves the right to 
deal more severe 

penalties in the case of altered bats. 

4) HATS: Must be worn correctly at all times. Brim of the cap forward!(Repeat offenders 
subject to Board Review for additional penalties) 

5) Sliding Rule: PLAYERS CAN ELECT TO SLIDE EITHER HEAD FIRST OR FEET FIRST 
INTO ANY BAG. REMEMBER TAKE-OUT SLIDES ARE NOT ALLOWED AND AN OUT 
WILL BE AWARDED AND POSSIBLE EJECTION. 

6) Use of profanity in a loud & offensive manner will not be tolerated! (Repeat offenders 
subject to Board Review for additional penalties) 

7) Any contact or fighting between players will result in an automatic suspension from the 
league requiring a board review for reinstatement. 

8) Anyone who hits or pushes an umpire will be suspended from all ASA softball for a period 
of not less than five years. Any player, team member or spectator who verbally abuses an 
umpire after the game, or follows an umpire to his car or parking lot to harass and/or 
threaten the umpire will be suspended indefinitely from the league immediately, requiring a 
board review for reinstatement. Ball players, coaches and spectators must stay away from 
the umpires after the game is completed. 

9) Any player/manager who verbally or physically abuses any league official at the 
field/elsewhere will be suspended indefinitely from the league immediately. This Includes a 
"league-wide" email addressed to all coaches or other social media postings! If you have an 
issue, you must first address it to a member of the coed board and they will follow-up with 
you to see what/if any additional actions are necessary! 



Games

1. Please submit weekly game results via EMAIL per the guidelines issued in the 

beginning of the season. ALL TEAMS MUST REPORT GAME RESULTS IN A TIMELY 
MANNER! Failure TO DO SO COULD RESULT IN INCORRECT SEEDING FOR 
TOURNAMENT AND YOUR FINAL ORDER OF FINISH AND NOT PLAYING IN 
COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

2. In the event of a tie after regulation play, START THE NEXT INNING(S) WITH THE LAST 
SCHEDULED BATTER AS A RUNNER ON 2ND BASE, IF THE GAME REMAINS TIED 
AFTER ONE EXTRA INNING, AUTOMATICALLY PROCEED TO 1- PITCH STATUS TO . 
COMPLETE GAME & DETERMINE A WINNER. No game should end in a tie. 

3. Ball/Strike Count: 3 Balls-2 Strikes, w/a Courtesy on 2nd strike if foul ball. 

4. Stay within the dugout: Other than the on-deck batter & base coaches, no other offensive players 
should be outside the dugout. 

5. During a game, only the team manager or assistant manager is to "discuss" issues with 
umpire - NOT players (on the field or in the dugout). If this occurs, the involved player(s) will be 
assessed w/an OUT. 

6. Shorthanded Team: A team may legally start play w/9 players - 5 of one sex/4 of the other 
WITH NO PENALTY. The 10th player may be added to the lineup upon his/her arrival but no 
other additions to the lineup can be made after game start. 

EXCEPTION' If a team has 6 females & 4 males available at game time, you can proceed with no out being assessed IF the 5th male arrives, he can enter & replace the 6th female immediately and the batting order returns to alternating lineup. 

7. Courtesy runner: Two courtesy runner per inning, a male for male or a female for a female; can be 
anyone on roster. If the courtesy runner is on base when their turn comes us to bat, they are out! 
Exception: Upon injury to player during game, the courtesy runner rule limit will not apply to the 
injured player IF there is no available substitute. 

8. Run-ahead rule: 20 after 3 innings; 15 after 4 innings, 10 after 5 innings. We will use the flip- 
flop rule. 

9. Grace Period: 10 minutes 1st game only of any doubleheader to get a 9th ball-player & avoid 
forfeit. After grace period and the first game is declared a forfeit, the forfeiting team has until the 
game time of the second game to get a line-up, however, once they have a legal line-up, the second 
game must start! If a team has to forfeit for lack of sufficient players, the game will be officially 
recorded as a loss in the league standings. However, under these circumstances, the teams affected 
can loan players & still playa completed game during their assigned field time. 

10. Defensively: Teams are limited to 10 defensive players. Any 10 players in the batting order may 

play defense in accordance with the following rules: 

a. INFIELD: 2 males & 2 females (players must be on the infield dirt @ the time of the 
pitch.) 

b. OUTFIELD: 2 males and 2 females (Players must be on the outfield grass @ the time 
of the pitch.) 

c. BATTERY: 1 male/l female (either may pitch; the other must catch) 

11. Offensively: The batting order must alternate male/female or female/male. A team may bat an 
unlimited lineup using as many players as they want so long as they maintain the alternating pattern in the 
batting lineup. After a game begins, no additional players can be added to a lineup - only substitutes. 

12. If a male receives a walk (either intentionally or unintentionally), he will advance to second base but 
must always touch first base on the way. With less than 2 outs, the succeeding female batter must bat. 
With 2 outs, the female batter has the choice to hit or walk. This must be made known to the umpire before the first pitch. 

      13.  Safety Rule:
a. Double First Base: All batter/runners are obligated to run to the orange side/Defense uses the 
white bag when ball is hit to infield. Double Home Plates: All plays at home are force plays-no 
tags needed. Defensive player must tag the original home plate, NOT THE STRIKE MAT; the 
base runner must touch the extra (back) home plate. If base runner runs to & tags original home 
plate, he/she is declared out and ball remains live. Runners tagged by defensive team will not be 
called out one they have? crossed the commitment line. There will be a 20-ft. commitment line 
from the second home plate & once a runner crosses this line, he/she cannot return to 3rd base; if 
attempted, runner will be called out and ball remains live. Umpires shall "mark" this 20-ft.line on 
playing field prior to game start.
b. Pitching Rule: A STRIKE MAT WILL BE USED IN ALL DIVISIONS. You may pitch from 
50 to 56 feet. The only requirement is that you must pause before releasing the ball and have at 
least 1 foot within the 'imaginary box' = 50-56 ft. depthl24 inches wide. The pitch must have a 6'- 
10' arc. 

c. Any runner on base attempting to advance is not allowed to yell or create any intentional 
distraction to the fielders. This is considered to be unsportsmanlike conduct. 

d. A catcher will not be allowed to verbally indicate "Ball" or "Strike" calls when their pitcher 
delivers a throw to the batter. This is also considered unsportsmanlike. Other expressions (example 
"Good Pitch") are acceptable. 

14. No take-out slides are ever allowed! Penalty - dead ball, runner is called out and may be ejected. 

All other runners return to last base touched. 

15. Blood Rule: in accordance w/ ASA Rulebook. Exception: A team may put a sub in for the bleeding 
player as a courtesy sub-runner until the injured player remedies the situation. That sub will still 


have eligibility to enter the game as a substitute player later. 
. 

16. Home Team: Coin flip to determine to first game only, and then alternate for other game. 

17. Home Runs: No limit for females; Males will be allowed 3 over-the-fence home runs per team per 
game. The one-up rule will apply after that, and all others will be outs! 

18. Time Limit (per Game): 

NO new inning will start after 55 minutes. (except in the event of a tie), THE UMPIRE MAY GO 
TO THE I-PITCH RULE AFTER ONE EXTRA INNING IS PLAYED AND THE GAME IS 
STILL TIED. This rule can only be implemented at the top of an inning. PLEASE always try to 
hustle! 

19. Uniform Rule: All teams are encouraged to have shirts w/their team name or all matching color & 
a number prior to their games in week 4. The coed director(s) will be responsible to deal with 
teams not abiding by this rule. 

a. Uniforms must be worn properly, this includes the cap, if worn it must have the brim of 
the cap facing forward at all times once the team member is inside the dugout or playing 
field. 

b. Shoes-plastic cleats only, no metal tips or spikes are allowed. 

Rosters

1. "Draft County" Roster due at the preseason meeting or as stated on the entry form. They must be submitted via the format provided by the board. 
2. Final Roster. A final and complete roster with all players, subs, fill-in or any player that might participate on your team with signatures, must be submitted to the league by June 2 ,2018. No team changes are allowed after this submission WITHOUT THE DIRECTORS APPROVAL. 

a. No D-I or D-2 men from any men's leagues (other than seniors) are allowed to play on any coed team other than D-l or D-2 unless they have permission from the Coed Board! 

b. FINAL ROSTER: After final rosters are submitted, copies of each team roster will be made & 
distributed to the Coed Board Members. Any team attempting to use illegal players after the final roster deadline will forfeit that game as well as risk forfeiting the remainder of the season! IF an illegal player is included in the lineup for a game after this date, that player will be removed from the game. The team manager will be responsible for ensuring that player leaves the complex & that there is no further disturbance 

3. Age Limit: All players must be 18 years old or older. EXCEPTION: If you have a player that does not meet this criteria, you must have a signed waiver from parent/guardian on file w/League Board and always available w/team manager. NO one younger than 15 will be allowed to play under any circumstances. 

Team Sportsmanship 

1. Managers will not "negotiate" special circumstances outside of these league rules with any umpire. 
2. Alcohol: No alcoholic beverages are allowed anywhere on Park Authority property. Players and entire teams may be suspended from the league if caught w/alcohol in the dugouts or anywhere within our softball facility! Park Rangers regularly patrol these parks, so if caught & reported; you could also be arrested by the County Police. The whole league could be in jeopardy if teams are caught with alcohol on the field or in dugouts. The members of the coed board reserve the right to search your 
dugout/cups/bottles, etc. if suspicion of alcohol is present or reported! 
a. Any player deemed to have been drinking by an umpire or league official at the time of league play can be warned & not allowed to participate in game or directed to leave the park. If any of these directions are ignored, the player will be ejected for alcohol-related concerns. Any further disturbance from such player may result in suspension indefinitely from our league . 
3. Unsportsmanlike Conduct Rule: Any player judged to have acted in an unsportsmanlike manner would cost his/her team an out. If batting, this is a team out and no batter is out. If on defense, the team batting gets an extra out. This does not affect the infield-fly rule (if a team is getting four outs, the infield fly rule is in effect up to 2 outs). Refer to the Current ASA rule book. 
4. ZERO TOLERANCE: PLAYERS USING FOUL, ABUSIVE, OR CURSE WORDS MAY BE EJECTED FROM THE GAME IMMEDIATELY. ANY PLAYERS CONSTANTLY ARGUING BALLS AND STRIKE WILL BE EJECTED FROM GAME AND REQUIRE TO SIT OUT THE NEXT GAME AS WELL. IF IT CONTINUES HE WILL BE BANNED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEASON. AS WELL AS ANY PLAYER CONTINUING TO QUESTION UMPIRES CALLS. MANAGERS ITIS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO INFORM ALL PLAYERS THAT YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE ALLOWED TO TALK WITH UMPIRES AND DISCUSS CALLS.
5. SUSPENSIONS: 
a. ANY PLAYER EJECTED FROM A GAME MUST LEAVE THE FIELD AREA TO INCLUDE PLAYING FIELD, DUGOUT, BLEACHERS AND BACKSTOP AREA BEFORE THE GAME MAY RESUME. IT IS THE MANAGERS RESPONSIBILITY TO INSURE PLAYER VACATES AREA AND REMAINS AWAY OR COULD RESULT IN FORFIET ALSO, THAT PLAYER MUST SIT OUT THE NEXT GAME. SECOND EJECTION WILL RESULT IN SITTING OUT THE NEXT THREE GAMES. THIRD EJECTION WILL RESULT IN BEING EJECTED FROM THE LEAGUE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEASON. 
b. PLAYERS ABUSING UMPIRES AND OR LEAGUE OFFICIALS BEFORE, DURING, OR AFTER THE GAME WILL BE SUSPENDED IMMEDIATELY FOR ONE WHOLE CALENDER YEAR.  PLAYERS MAY PETITION THE PWCASL BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR REINSTATEMENT AFTER THE YEAR IS OVER.  
c. PWCASL HOLDS THE RIGHT TO HONOR OTHER LEAGUE SUSPENSIONS.  
6. Team responsibilities and good league citizenship: 
a. Teams should not warm up in the walk areas near the dugouts and the stands. Move on down between the fields to the areas adjacent to the outfields. 

b. Clean up your dugout after the game. Do not leave bottles and trash in it. 

c. Do not leave trash in the parking lot. 
d. Drive slowly and safely in the park and the surrounding neighborhoods. Obey all speed
e. limits and watch for children at all time 

Forfeits/Make-ups
1. Forfeits: Any team forfeiting 4 games (or 2 doubleheaders) can be suspended from the league. 
A $25.00 forfeit fee for each game missed may be charged per team. (when registering your team 
in the league, you are signing a contract that states you will have a team ready to play their 
scheduled games on Sundays, it is not fair to the other team that has looked forward to playing all 
week to get a call, if they are lucky, to tell them they are not playing that night! Unforeseen 
circumstances do come up, but forfeits should be minimal and the last resort.) 

2. Make-up games will be scheduled only for those games cancelled due to inclement weather or 
games canceled due to field conditions by the umpires or league officials. Rescheduled games may 
need to be made up on weekdays, Saturdays or prior to your Sunday schedule. We will always try 
to what's best for the league, but understand makeup schedules will be based on availability. 

Ejections/Suspensions 

1. Ejections: Any player ejected for unsportsmanlike conduct must immediately leave the 
ballpark. 

a. Suspension Rules: Ejected players will have to sit out the next game. A second ejection 
will require the player to sit out the next 3 games. A third ejection will result in being 
thrown out of the league. Players sitting out games may not be with the team in the 
ballpark. Umpires and coaches must inform the Coed Director of Scheduling of all 
ejections. 

b. Names of ejected players will be entered in the score book by the umpire. 

c. All coaches must enforce the suspension rule. Failure to do so will result in a forfeit for 
the game/games in which the suspended player plays. 

2. Any player suspended from the league may request in writing a hearing to consider 
reinstatement. Ibis is only if the player has been suspended from the league, the board does not 
have the right or ability to overturn any ejection by an umpire. The suspended player must provide 
a sworn and notarized statement detailing the facts of the occurrence and the reason why the 
suspension should be lifted. Also, a list of witnesses must be included. The League Commissioner 
may schedule a hearing and take testimony to address the appeal of the suspended player. Any 
hearing will be held only after the league can investigate the circumstances which will take 30 to 
60 days. All parties involved will be given at least 14 days' notice of the time and place of the 
hearing. 

Awards/County Championships 

1. Plaques will be awarded for first and second place finishes in all divisions. Additional 
plaques may be awarded, as the discretion of the Coed Board for end of season tourneys and other 
events is deems noteworthy. 

2. County Championships-Representatives will be determined after the board has been given the 
amount of berths awarded to it by the Prince William Adult Softball Council. All teams will be 
made aware of the criteria ASAP, but since it changes by the Council and number of teams on an 
annual basis, it's impossible to incorporate something in the by-laws to cover it. 

3. The Spring Champions from each division will move to the next higher division the following 
Spring Season. Other divisional changes will be determined by the Coed Board! 

I ____________________________ have read and understand the PWCASL Rules. 
                   Manager Signature

Date: _______________________
 

