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3226 Kingston Ave, Grove City, Ohio 43123
614-277-3050
Weather Hotline: 614-277-3060

12U Softball



I. General Personal Conduct Rules –Little League rules will be used except where noted herein.
a. Grove City has a ZERO-TOLERANCE POLICY that includes, but is not limited to, the following: fighting, physical contact, aggressive behavior towards coaches, fans, parents, players, or other participants, belittlement of coaches, fans, parents, players or other participants and violations of safety, substitution and/or pitching rules. This type of behavior could result in indefinite suspension to a lifetime ban from Grove City Parks & Recreation activities.

II. If a coach, fan, parent, player, or other participant is ejected from a Grove City Youth Softball practice or game for any reason, that individual must leave the facility immediately. The individual will be suspended and will not be permitted to attend any future practices or games until the incident has been reviewed by the Grove City Parks and Recreation Supervisor/Department.

a. The ejected individual, any potential witnesses, and the official(s) involved must submit an incident report explaining the circumstances that led to the ejection. Based on the information provided and the Sports Department’s review, the suspension will be a minimum of one (1) game, and the individual will not be permitted at the facility during the suspension. Depending on the severity of the incident, disciplinary action may range from a one-game suspension up to permanent removal from all future league activities conducted by Grove City Parks and Recreation.

b. If an individual is ejected from two separate games, that individual will be immediately removed from the league without a refund and will not be permitted at any facility for games for the remainder of the season.
c. Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated by parents, fans, coaches or players. Offenders will be ejected. Chattering or yelling at players will not be tolerated.
d. Coaches, fans, parents, players, or other participants are not to question the strike zone of an umpire. If there are any questions concerning rule interpretations or their application, the head coach only may approach the umpire before the next batter.
e. Only approved coaches with an application on file for the current season with the Grove City Parks and Recreation Department office are permitted on the playing field or in the dugout during games and practices.
f. Each team will be permitted by a maximum of three (3) coaches.
We will adhere to all safety rules that are mandated by ASA, the governing body of softball.

III. General Game Information

A. This league will be assigned a paid umpire for each game.
B. All games will consist of five (7) innings unless time limit has been issued.
C. No new inning after 1 hour and 15 minutes.  Teams are encouraged to hustle on and off the field to keep the game progressing.
D. Cancelled games will be made up the next available assigned day. Coaches will receive a schedule outlining the game information as soon as possible. No exceptions will be made.
E. Each team will pick up equipment from the Fryer Park office before their game and return it to the office after their game.  The home team will pick up game balls from the Fryer Park office before their game.
· We will have a site rep on site, and the office is the Fryer Park building where the restrooms are located.
F. The home team will occupy the first base dugout.
G. Players shall not wear metal cleats.
H. There is not an on-deck area. All players must remain in the dugout until their time at bat. No swinging bats outside of the field of play. Continued violation of this rule will result in the head coach being confined to the dugout.

I. Casts may not be worn during the game by players or umpires.
J. Players must not wear jewelry such as, but not limited to, rings, watches, earrings, bracelets, necklaces, nor any hard cosmetic/decorative items. This applies regardless of the composition of such jewelry, hard cosmetic item or hard decorative item. (Exception: Jewelry that alerts medical personnel to specific conditions is permissible.)
K. The bases will be 60 feet apart.
L. Pitching mound is 40 feet
M. 12-inch softball is used.
N. No walk up music is allowed.


General Play Rules for 12U

· Inning length is at the end of the play or the 5th run or 3 outs.
· EXCEPTIONS: Play will continue until the umpire declares the ball dead; a team may score more than 5 runs in a ½ inning if subsequent runs are scored in the same play.

· Continuous batting order in every game, all players must bat.
· On an overthrow, the runner is allowed to advance only 1 base, excluding home (a runner may not go home on an overthrow.)
· A base runner can NOT steal until the ball has crossed the plate.
· Pitching from a 40-foot rubber. A pitcher can hit 5 batters per game before being removed as a pitcher.
· Every batter may steal all bases except for Home or on a walk.
· Batter must attempt to avoid being hit by a pitch.
· This league does NOT play a dropped third strike or infield fly rule.
· Play stops when the pitcher has control of the ball and is within an eight-foot radius of the pitcher’s mound, with umpire’s discretion.
· If a runner is in motion when a pitcher has the ball within the eight-foot radius, they can continue to the next base.
· Must use windmill style pitching – NO Sling Shot
· Max of 10 field players on the field at a time.
· Outfielders must begin play in the grass of the outfield. No outfielders are to be positioned in the infield before each pitch.  (Fryer Park- Has to be 10 ft behind the infield)

· Mercy Run Rule: If a team is ahead by 15 or more runs after the completion of 3 innings, 2 ½ if the home team is ahead, the game is complete as long every player on the losing team has had at least one at bat. If a team is ahead by 10 or more runs after the completion of four (4) innings, three and half (3½) if the home team is ahead, the game is complete. If a team is ahead by 8 or more runs after completion of 5 innings, 4 ½ if the home team is ahead, the game is complete.



Coaching Guidelines

Each coach and his/her assistants are to conduct practices and games in a way that provides the best opportunity for all players on their team to acquire skills that the Grove City Youth Softball League determines they should learn at their current level of play. These skills are cumulative. At each level, players should master:


Basic Playing Rules and Guidelines

· These are the basic playing rules adapted by the Ohio High School Athletic Association. We will not mention the very basics, which are universal: Balls, Strikes, Outs, Foul Ball, Fair ball, defensive interference, offensive interference, home run, triple, double, single, walk, strike out, etc.
· Any player warming up a pitcher before or during a game is REQUIRED to be in catcher’s equipment.
· The plate is considered in fair territory. A hit ball that hits the plate and remains fair or is resting on the plate is a fair ball.
· The strike zone is when a pitched ball crosses any part of the plate in width and crosses anywhere from the batter’s knees to her solar plex.
· The game will be seven innings or the time limit reached. No new innings will begin after 75 minutes. 
· Games can end in a tie.
· A game can begin with 7 players for a team.


Weather Policy
In the case of a rain out, games will be considered played if a minimum of 1 full inning has been completed.

 If multiple innings have been played before the game is called by the umpire, the score will be taken from the last completed inning.


Weather Hotline is 614-277-3060 and follows the prompts to Fryer Park.

· All bats must be unaltered Official Fastpitch Softball bats. The umpire before the game is permitted to check all bats. Any illegal bats will be removed from the dugout before the game.

· All teams are provided with catching gear and batting helmets. Athletes may also bring their own, if preferred. Helmets must have NOCSAE-approved face guards. Player safety is the main concern.
· Pitchers are required to wear a mask, and infielders are encouraged but not required to wear a mask.
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