City of El Paso
Parks & Recreation
Sports Division
Girls Fast Pitch Rules 2025


I. Introduction
The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department Girls Fast Pitch Softball League will be conducted under USSSA (United States Specialty Sports Association) rules and regulations, except as amended herein. The following local rules/procedures take precedence in all cases.
II. Organization
The sports programming section of the City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department will be the governing body for this program. The application, construction, and interpretation of these rules and regulations or the eligibility requirements, shall be solely at the discretion of the program supervisor and sports staff to include any changes.
III.  Divisions
The league will be divided into the following age groups: 
· 8 & under
· 10 & under
· 12 & under
· 14 & under
· 18 & under
· No late entry fees will be accepted. Entry fees may be paid with cash, checks, and credit/debit cards. All checks must be made payable to the City of El Paso. No partial payments are allowed; entry fee must be paid in full to be placed on league schedule. 
· Refund Policy: Once schedules are released no refunds will be issued. Refunds will only be issued when the cause of the program cancellation was initiated by the City.
At least 5 teams must be registered in a single age group to form a division. If not, teams have the option move up one (1) age group. 
A. Teams must make their scheduled game or it will be a forfeit. 
B. League champion will be determined by overall won lost record. Ties will be broken as follows: 
1. Head-to-Head     2. Total Run Differential    3. Total Runs For   4. Coin Flip
C. All teams go to a Single Elimination Playoffs. Higher seed will be home team.
D. At the discretion of the Programmer division might split into 2 for playoff brackets.
IV. Game Play
A. There will be a ten-minute grace period (part of the game time) for the first game of the day only.
B. Game time is forfeit time for all other games.
C. [bookmark: _Hlk113963720][bookmark: _Hlk113963668]Cannot open up a new inning with 5 minutes or less.
D. Time limits are as follows:
· 8 & under- 5 innings or 1 hour  
· 10-12 & under-5 innings or 1 hour and 10 minutes
· 14u-18u -7 innings or 1 hour and 15 minutes
E. 8U & 10U ONLY- Mercy Rule: No team can score more than 6 runs per inning.
Run rule: The RUN RULE awards a win to a team that has a 12 runs lead after 3
completed innings or 2 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, 10 runs after 4
completed innings or 3 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, 8 runs lead after
A. 5 completed innings or 4 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead.
B. [bookmark: _Hlk76563487]Field dimensions will be 60 ft. bases and pitcher’s mound distance are as follows:
· 10 & under: 35 ft. 
· 12 & under: 40 ft.
· 14 & up: 43 ft.
C. Official game specifications in case of inclement weather (i.e. rain, lightning, wind or any other circumstances not within our control). Game will be considered complete if any age divisions complete 2 innings or 1 ½ if home team is ahead.
D. Any game stopped due to inclement weather will be restarted at the point of where the game was left off. Coaches/umpires are responsible for notating the time remaining of the game. Coaches/scorekeepers are also responsible for notating the runners on base, outs, and keeping batting line ups for that game. If only one team has the documentation the game will start off based on that information. 
E. Game time starts after pre-game conference.
F. Home team will be the official scorebook. Officials will make the final decision if there is a disagreement. The plate official will record all scores on scores sheet and keep the official time. All coaches are required to check score after each inning to ensure accuracy. All line up cards will be attached to score sheets at the end of each game. Winning coach must sign scoresheet at conclusion of game.
G. Coaches must submit a line-up card to the umpires in duplicate. The line-up must have first and last names and jersey numbers. There is no penalty for adding late arriving players. All players must be on the roster.
H. All divisions can begin the game one player short (8) eight players. An out must be taken for the empty position. If a player that is on the roster arrives late, that player must be inserted into the game in the ninth batting position at any time either on defense or offense. A team may not play with less than (8) eight players.
I. A team may continue a game with one player less as long as the player vacancy is created by injury. If the player leaving the game is a base runner, the runner will be declared out. Whenever the absent player is due to bat an out will be declared. A player leaving the game under the shorthanded rule may not return to the game.
Exception: A player treated under the blood rule may re-enter the game.
J. All substitutes or re-entry must be reported to the home plate umpire.
K. If a coach does not include a player(s) on a game lineup card as a substitute that player(s) may still be inserted as a legal substitute in that game provided that player(s) is legally listed on the team’s official roster on file.
L. Throwback rule will be in place during season/playoffs/tournaments.
M. Teams in the age groups 8u-High School Division will be allowed: 
· DP / Flex and/or up to two Addition Players (AP). The maximum number of PLAYERS in the lineup is 12; the maximum number of batters in the line is 11.
· 8U: all players on roster can bat
· You must report how many batters you are going to bat at the pre-game meeting with the umpires. You are not allowed to change the batting order once you have turned in your line up to the umpire. 
N. You will only be allowed 9 defensive players on the field.
O. In the event of a tie one extra inning (ITB) will be played for regular season only. If after the extra inning the score is still tied it will remain as a tie.
P. If a city employee steps onto the field during game time, time will be stopped. 
Q. Game days and time are subject to change at any point in the season. 
Extra Rules Excerpt
· 8 & under Excerpt
1. The defensive team must have a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 10 defensive players, but no more than 6 including the catcher, can be positioned inside the infield baseline.
2. Only 5 pitches or 3 swinging strikes allowed per batter. Each pitch will count as one of the five even if the batter does not swing. If the fifth pitch is hit (not bunted) foul the batter will remain at bat as long as they continue to foul off pitches. Strikeouts are possible. Walks are not possible.
3. Once the 3 outs are over, the “at-bat” is over.
4. Mercy Rule: No team can score more than 6 runs per inning
5. Defensive Pitchers must have one foot in the pitching circle even with or behind offensive pitching coach.
6. The pitching coach shall not verbally or physically coach while in the pitching position. 
7. Pitching coaches must have both feet in the circle when the ball is released from their hand.
8. If pitching coach is hit by a batted ball all runners will return to previous position and batter will bat again (considered foul ball).
9. Base runner may not leave the base until ball leaves the pitchers hand. 
10. There is no bunting. 
11. If a runner passes the halfway point before the ball has made it to the pitching circle, the runner may advance to the next base.
V. Game Officials
A. Officials who have successfully completed all requirements may be assigned to officiate.
B. Any game official or staff can and will stop the game if deemed necessary for any reason especially for safety purposes.
C. If the Program Supervisor receives three written complaints regarding an official, coach, player, fan, or team during three different incidents he, she, or they will be subject to suspension. (see penalty matrix)
D. Officials shall not speak to youth participants. Officials are to bring up their concerns to the head coach only.
E. Umpires cannot officiate forfeited ball games.
VI. Coaching Staff and Responsibilities
A. Coaches must be certified by EPPARD. A criminal background check must be cleared by any coach and/or scorekeeper prior to the start of the season and before being able to obtain coaches ID. Background check fee: $40 Coaches ID: $5. Both are valid for two years.
B. Please assure a grace period to receive your ID prior to the season. It takes approximately 2 weeks to process.
C. All coaches must visibly wear their ID at all times. NO ID= NO COACH!
D. Only coaches with proper City ID’s and players may sit in the dugout. Spectators are not allowed in this area. (NO PLAYERS FROM YOUNGER OR OLDER TEAMS)
E. Each team will be allowed 5 coaches. Coaches must remain in dead ball territory while team is on defense. On offense one coach per coaches’ box is allowed on playing field. Coaches may not leave the coaches box to give verbal communication or signals to the batter.
F. After the game coaches must make sure area is left clean, pick up team belongings and exit the dugout.
G. Coaches will be held responsible for the actions of their players, assistant coaches, parents and spectators. A parent/spectator is subject to the same penalties as coaches and players. If a parent/spectator is thrown out the coach will be thrown out with them as well. There will be a NO TOLERANCE policy. 
H. No music during live play. May be played during warmup and in between innings but must be turned off when pitcher is in ready position. Must be at volume level for own team. No explicit music allowed. 
VII. Coaching Eligibility
A. All coaches/team staff (18 yrs & older) in any youth sport must submit and sign a “Background Application Form”. This form and background check must be updated every 2 years. See Background disqualifier.
B. Coaches MUST have passed background check and valid ID BY the first game. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.
C. All coaches collecting money from players must provide either a detailed breakdown or a budget for the money received to all parents and to the Sports Program Director upon request. The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation is not responsible for any money given to team organizations. If the Sports Office receives three written complaints from three separate individuals concerning three different incidents, the coach may be subject to suspension.
VIII. Player Eligibility 
A. The age will be determined by birthyear. Please see USSSA age chart to help determine the age division. 
B. Every participant must obtain a sports ID issued by El Paso Parks & Recreation Department. ID can be purchased at any City of El Paso Recreation/Sports Center, with the proof of the Parent Education Class and child’s original birth certificate (no copies will be accepted), military ID’s, school demographics, passports/naturalization certificates. Sports ID fee is $5 & is good for one year from date taken.
C. Players MUST have valid player ID BY first game. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.
D. There will be ID checks by the FIELD SUPERVISOR ONLY prior to the start of each game. If a player comes in late, coaches must notify field supervisor. Players without ID’s will not be allowed to play. Field supervisor may request an ID at any time. NO ID=NO PLAY, NO EXCEPTIONS! Digital copies are allowed. Players will line up at the beginning of each game to do ID checks (ID checks will be done by City Employees. 
E. Players card will be checked for expiration and is the responsibility of the parent/coach to have valid ID’s.
F. If an ineligible player is discovered on a team that player will be deemed ineligible for the remainder of the season and playoffs. All games in which an ineligible player participated in will be forfeited, even if the coach was not aware of the situation.
G. If a coach knowingly permits an ineligible player to participate, that coach will be suspended from participating in any City of El Paso Parks & Recreation sanctioned events for a period of 1-5 years.
IX. Rosters (must be submitted online through www.quickscores.com/elpaso; rosters will 
	      lock on Sunday, February 23, 2025)
· Waiver form, coaches’ forms must be printed, filled, signed, dated, and submitted by Sunday, February 23, 2025 or before.
· Teams not turning in their required forms when due or having ineligible players will have their previous games played forfeited.
A. Rosters are limited to 20 players and 5 coaches and 1 scorekeeper.
B. Players first and last name must be on the roster in order to be eligible to play.
C. Eligible players must have Name, ID#, ID expiration date, Jersey # on the roster and have a valid signed roster waiver on file with the sports office.
D. [bookmark: _GoBack]Players can be added to the roster up until the second week of play for the league. Online roster will have an automatic lock on Sunday, February 23, 2025 and no players will be allowed to be added after. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
E. Players must play at least 3 season games in order to play in the playoffs. If a player is out for medical reasons, city staff must be notified as soon as the injury occurs. Certified doctors’ note must be turned in within a week of release. Coaches must include subs in the batting lineup. 
F. Once a player has played on a team during the season that player cannot change teams. NO EXCEPTIONS.
G. It is the coaches’ sole responsibility to submit the roster online on time.
H. Coaches can only do a roster check up to 15 minutes from the start of the game. 
X. Protests/Appeals
A. Protests may be filed by the coach only on player eligibility. No other type of protest will be accepted. Protests must be filed within 24 hours of scheduled game time along with a $20.00 administrative fee.
B. During playoffs/tournaments, protest must be made immediately after the game is over. Decision rendered will be final, no appeals will be accepted.
XI. Equipment/Uniforms
A. Numbers must be on the jersey. No duplicate numbers allowed and jerseys must be matching by the third week of play. (week of February 2nd, 2025)
B. Helmet with facemask are mandatory for all batters.
C. No altered equipment allowed,
D. If the umpire deems jewelry to be unsafe, player will be asked to remove it. 
E. Hoodies will be allowed over jerseys ONLY if they have number on the back. 
F. In all divisions 12 and Under and younger, metal cleats and metal toe plates are prohibited.
XII. Liability
The City of El Paso assumes no responsibility in case of injuries or accidents to players, coaches, officials or spectators. All individuals concerned should carefully examine their personal insurance protection to ensure they are adequately covered.
XIII. Fundraising
Players/Coaches/Parents will be violating code 12.32.063 if they sell items on street corners or intersections or solicit donations on street corners or intersections. This type of fundraising activity can be dangerous for all parties and will be monitored by EPPD and could result in fines for the offenders. We strongly encourage you to think of other types of fundraising activities.
XIV. Video Taping at City of El Paso Youth Games: Parents of children in the game who have a valid Parent class and by Pre-Approved Media Partners can video tape, hired photographers, video and other people who do not have children in the game or a city issued Vendor ID badge will not be allowed to photograph or record during a game.
"The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department allows each league team to manage its own operations independently. Team coaches are responsible for communicating all relevant information to parents prior to the start of the season. This structure ensures that teams operate effectively while maintaining clear communication with families." - Parks and Recreation Department
Penalty Matrix: (Applies to any Park, field, swimming pool, facility or center and any activity sponsored by El Paso Parks and Recreation). Please see AG 201
Participants suspended from a Park, or Parks and Recreation facility may not return until their suspension has expired.
Repeat offender will automatically receive the following penalty:
2nd Offense:  double the first penalty
3rd Offense:  Maximum penalty or double the first offense, whichever is greater.

Appeal Ineligible Actions
Suspension or trespass actions taken by staff as a result of rule infraction or behavior management policy violation are, for the most part, able to be appealed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board through the Grievance Subcommittee.  There are some actions however, that are ineligible for appeal:
· Infractions that occur during city league play-off games.
· Infractions that occur during league tournament play.
· Immediate ejection or removal from a facility or program at the time of the incident.
· Failure to meet standards as a result of a background screening.

Questions, concerns and requests send via email to
[bookmark: _Hlk126150386]Amaris Crabtree Crabtreeac@elpasotexas.gov
Office: 915-212-2162, Cell: 915-996-8700
Job Hernandez HernandezJ5@elpasotexas.gov
Cell: 915-479-6957
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