Columbia County Parks, Recreation, and Events 
Youth Basketball Rules
7/8 Girls and Boys


I. The governing authority for the Youth Basketball Program will be the CCPRE Department.  Georgia High School Association rules of Basketball will govern play for any rules not specified in this document.
II. The age control date is December 31st of the current year.  Participants must play in the age division in which they fall.  No exceptions.
III. A numbered jersey will be issued by CCPRE Department to all participants. Home team wears white/lighter color. Participants must wear this jersey to be eligible.
IV. Participants must wear proper basketball/tennis shoes to be eligible.  Hard sole shoes are prohibited.
V. Playing Time Rule – All players in attendance must play a minimum of one entire quarter (start to finish) in the first half and one entire quarter (start to finish) in the second half, unless an injury occurs.  Any child who misses two (2) consecutive practices or games can be benched with the approval of the league coordinator.
VI. Coaches are to turn in their team roster, designating the game’s five starters, at least five minutes prior to the start of the game.
VII. A maximum of 3 Coaches (1 Head Coach and 2 Assistant Coaches) are allowed on team sidelines during game play.
VIII. Only Head Coaches are permitted to address officials during games. 
IX. Only 1 Coach should be standing at any given time; all other Coaches should be sitting on the bench. 
X. Players are prohibited to wear jewelry.
XI. Goals will be set at eight (8) feet for all games.
XII. A Junior Size (27.5) ball will be used.
XIII. The score will not be kept in this age division.
XIV. Regular season games played short of time due to weather-related conditions or conditions affecting the field will be considered completed if at least half of the time allotted for the game has been played.  
XV. Playing Rules
a. A team must have five (5) players to start a game, or must forfeit.
b. Players must report to the scorer’s table to substitute.
c. Game Length – Eight (8) minute quarters.  There will be a sixty (60)-second break between quarters and a three (3)-minute break at the half.  The clock will run continuously until the last minute of each half, when the clock will be stopped at all dead balls in accordance with Georgia High School Association Rules.
d. The visiting team will in-bound the ball at half court to start the game.
e. A player may remain in the lane for five (5) seconds before a violation is called.
f. Each team will have two (2) timeouts per game.  A coach or a player is eligible to call timeout. (During a live ball only the team with possession can call a timeout.  During a dead ball either team can call a timeout)
g. A player will foul-out on his/her sixth personal foul of the game.  Technical fouls count as both a personal and team foul.
h. Free Throw Bonus - One-and-one bonus situation occurs on the tenth team foul.  There is no two-shot bonus.
i. Free throws will be attempted from the front foul line.
j. A flagrant foul will result in ejection from the game and two free throws for the opposing team.
k. Any player or coach receiving two technical fouls will be ejected from the game and suspended for the next game.  Anyone who is ejected must leave the facility immediately.  Players must attend the game for which they are suspended and sit on the bench before being allowed to return for the next game.
l. [bookmark: _Hlk216939857]Full-court press defense may not be used at any time.  The player with possession of the ball must cross the gray line at the top of the free throw area before anyone on the defense can engage him/her.  Once the ball crosses half court, the offense will have 5 seconds to cross the gray line.  The offense cannot shoot until they have crossed the gray line.  The team’s first violation of this rule will result in a warning.  Violations after the initial warning will result in a technical foul.
m. Fast-breaks will be prohibited.  When a team gains possession of the ball, the official will allow the defense to set up before the offensive team is allowed to proceed.  
n. All inbounds plays will be uncontested.
o. Protests will not be allowed.
p. Unsportsmanlike conduct from coaches, players, or spectators is unacceptable, and will result in disciplinary action by CCPRE Department.  Coaches may be held responsible for the actions of his/her team’s players, assistant coaches, fans, and spectators
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