COLUMBIA COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION, AND EVENTS DEPARTMENT

11/12 SOFTBALL RULES

SECTION I - GOVERNING AUTHORITY

A. The governing authority of this Youth Sports Program is the CCPRE Department. Any rules not covered by the CCPRE Department will be covered by Dixie Softball Inc.

SECTION II – FIELD SPECIFICATIONS


BASES
60 FT. 



PITCHING DISTANCE
40 FT. 

SECTION III - RULES


A.
A regulation game shall consist of six innings or a one hour and ten minute time limit. Once the time limit hits, the full    inning will be completed.
B.
If there is a lead of 10 runs after 4 ½ innings with home team leading or 5 innings with the visiting team leading, the game will end.

C.
Teams will use a continuous batting order during games.
D.
Defensive changes must be made every inning.  Example:  If a team has 12 players and nine start 
the top of the first defensive inning, the three substitutions must be made at the top of the second 
inning defensively.   
E.
If a game ends in a tie, it will be recorded as a tie. No extra inning will be played.

F.
The catcher shall not be required to catch the third strike. The batter shall be out and base runners may advance at their own risk.
G.   Six runs or three outs will constitute an inning.  It is the home team’s responsibility to notify the umpire
 of the 6th run.
H. Stealing: 
- Runners may advance as soon as the ball leaves the pitcher's hand, allowing them to steal from first to second or second to third base.  
-Runners may advance one base from the base they were occupying on any attempt to make a play leading to an overthrow. Each overthrow allows for possible advancement by one base. 
-Runners on 3rd base are prohibited from stealing home directly off the pitcher. (Runners can NOT steal home on a passed ball)
-A runner on third can only advance home on a batted ball, if they are forced home by a walk, or during an attempted defensive play (such as a throw to catch another stealing runner). 

-A routine exchange between the catcher and pitcher after a pitch is not considered a defensive play, and a runner on third cannot advance home during that time.
I.   Base Runners are required to slide when there may be a possible play at home plate. This rule is a safety issue design to      
 
help protect the catcher/runner from injury. (Penalty-Automatic Out).
SECTION IV - SPECIAL RULES

A. The home team will be responsible for supplying the official scorebook.  The home team is the team listed on top of the game schedule. 

B. Tobacco use of any kind is not permitted in the dugout or on the field.
C. The coach must notify the CCPRE Department in case of injury to any player whether the 


 accident occurred at practice or at a game. Injured players must be cleared by the CCPRE Department before they can play or practice.

D.
In the event of rain, the decision to continue or suspend play will be made by the umpire and the recreation staff.  If the first game is called, all games will be cancelled. Please have your teams ready to play at the field unless contacted by the CCPRE Department. If halted for weather, teams must wait 15 minutes or until a staff person or umpire releases the team.

E.
When a team is ahead after four complete innings of play and the game is called because of darkness, rain, or any other cause, it shall be a legal game and the team ahead will be declared the winner.
F. 
Games called because of rain, darkness or other reason before they become regulation shall be resumed from the point of termination.
G.    
Catchers must wear protective helmet and chest protectors at all times while catching.  All batters and runners must wear batting helmets with a face mask.
        H.    All infielders are required to wear face guard.
SECTION VII - PLAYERS & SPECTATORS CONDUCT

A.
Any player, coach, or spectator acting in an unsportsmanlike manner or in anyway that could prove detrimental to the league will be subject to disciplinary action by the CCPRE Department.

B.
There will be no hollering or harassing of players on the opposing team by parents, players, or coaches.  If a coach cannot control this situation, the game will be awarded to the opposing team. The person or persons violating this rule shall be suspended for the following game. (Judgment of the umpires or the Recreation Staff present).
C.
It is the parent’s responsibility to make sure their child attends all practices and games. Any child who misses 3 consecutive practices or games can be benched by the coach for one game with the approval of the league coordinator.  Any child who continuously misses practices or games may be dismissed from the team.  It is the coach’s responsibility to notify the CCPRE Department if any child’s missed games or practices. 

D.     No alcoholic products should be consumed before or during activities involving your team.   No alcoholic beverages are    allowed in any parks.
FOR SCHEDULES, SCORES, STANDINGS, AND OTHER LEAGUE NEWS AND UPDATES PLEASE VISIT www.QuickScores.com/ColumbiaCountyGA
