BRIDGEPORT PARKS AND RECREATION
MEN’S ADULT SLOW PITCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE 2012
RULES AND REGULATIONS 
IMPORTANT RULES STILL IN EFFECT FOR 2012
· League bats will be provided at the games. The bats will be dropped off by the league director before the first 6:15 game to the visiting team at the field. After the 1st  (6:15 start) and 2nd (7:15 start) games, please leave the bats in the dugout area. After the 3rd game (8:15 start) – coaches must return the bats to the league director.
·  If any player uses a non-league bat at any time during a game – the game will automatically be declared a forfeit and the opposing team will be declared the winning team. 
· Stricter penalties for Unsportsmanlike Conduct. Penalties will be enforced at the discretion of the League Director and/or Umpires. Please see “Player Conduct” information in the League Rules for more information.
· Final rosters must be turned in to the League Director no later than after the teams’ 3rd game of the season. 

** RULES STILL ENFORCED FROM LAST SEASON
· Each batter shall start his time at bat with the count of One Ball and One Strike. The batter WILL NOT BE allowed an additional foul ball when he has two strikes. Once a batter has two strikes, he will be declared out on the next foul ball. 

· The arc has been lowered in league competition from 12 feet to 10 feet starting this season.
1. ENTRY FEES

1. The $675.00 league fee covers the cost of umpire fees, league insurance fees, bats, softballs, website fee, and CT ASA softball fee. Teams are only responsible for uniform shirts. 
2. Cash or checks are accepted. Checks must be made out to “Cash”

4. The Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Softball League, as an ASA registered League, may be granted a berth(s) to participate in the Connecticut ASA Class “D” Sectionals in Stratford/Milford from July 6-8 with a chance to earn a berth in the Connecticut ASA Class “D” State Tournament in North Branford from July 20-22. The top teams in the league standings at the date of entry will be invited to participate in the tournament. If any team declines, the next best team in the standings will get the invitation. The team fee in 2011 was $250.00.

All players must participate for only one team in the Connecticut ASA Class “D” Sectionals. For example, a player that participates in the Bridgeport League and Stratford League must decide which team he will play for if both of his teams reach any Connecticut ASA Sectional Tournament. 

2. ELIGIBILITY
A. ROSTER/WAIVER: All teams will receive a roster form (City of Bridgeport Official Adult Softball Player, Release of Liability and Indemnification Agreement) prior to the start of the season. The roster must be filled out on the form distributed by the Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department. Rosters must be filled out completely and signed by each player before any player can participate in a game. The roster must have between 12-16 players.

B. INELIGIBLE PLAYER: An ineligible player is defined as a person not on the roster that plays in a game or a person that uses a fake name to play in a game. Teams that use an ineligible player will automatically forfeit all the games that the ineligible player participated. The ineligible player will be ejected from the league for the rest of the year. All players must have a photo ID at the game to verify eligibility. Failure to provide a photo ID at a game, if questioned, will result in automatic removal of that player from that game. Coaches are responsible for the eligibility of players.

C. AGE REQUIREMENTS: All players must be age 16 as of May 10, 2012 (Start Date of Season).
D. NEW PLAYERS: Team rosters will be available at the fields for all games. New players must be added to the roster before they can play. The deadline to add new players is after three (3) team games. No new players may be added to the roster after the three (3rd) game that team plays. In extenuating circumstances, players may be added to the roster but are not eligible for the playoffs. Please speak to the league director if any questions.
3. GAME INFORMATION

A.  RULES AND REGULATIONS: 

All league games will be played according to the Official A.S.A. Rules and Regulations, except where local Bridgeport Rules and Regulations apply. According to the ASA Rulebook, RULE 12, USE OF ASA PLAYING RULES: "The use of all or part of such rules is strictly a local matter and such rules may be altered as league officials deem appropriate or necessary to conduct Non-Championship play". Therefore, where necessary, the City of Bridgeport alters the rules for our Local League. 

B.  1 AND 1 RULE: 

Each batter shall start his time at bat with the count of One Ball and One Strike. The batter WILL NOT BE allowed an additional foul ball when he has two strikes. Once a batter has two strikes, he will be declared out on the next foul ball. 

C.  SLOW-PITCH ARC
The arc has been lowered in all ASA competition from 12 feet to 10 feet starting this season.
D.  GAME TIME: 
All games will start at the scheduled starting time. A forfeit allowance of ten (10) minutes will only be in effect for the first game of any given day. If a team does not have enough players to start the game at game time, that team will AUTOMATICALLY become the VISITING team. That team will begin hitting. If the ninth player does not show up by the time the third out is made, the game is a forfeit.

E.  SHORTHANDED RULE: 

Teams may play with 9 players without penalty, but when and if another player arrives, that player must be inserted into the line-up at the 10th batting position.
F.  FORFEITS:

A forfeit is defined as failure to provide at least 9 players on the field at game time without notifying the Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department at least 24 hours in advance. Any team that forfeits will have to pay a $56 forfeit fee prior to playing the next game (umpire fee). 

a. Any team that receives a forfeit must pay the forfeit fee. Fee is $56 (cost for umpires). Fee must be paid at the Parks Office before the next game. The team will not be allowed to play the next game unless the forfeit is paid.

b. If a team has more than two forfeits, it may be dropped from the league, if necessary. If a team forfeits out of the league, it forfeits all fees up to that point. Furthermore, the team will not be eligible for re-entry into the league for at least one year.

G.  SPEED UP RULE: 

In an attempt to keep the games on schedule, teams are allowed a limited number of warm-up pitches. They are as follows: 1st inning - 5 warm-ups; after first inning - three warm-up pitches. 

H.  COURTESY RUNNER: 

Each team will be permitted to use one (1) courtesy runner each inning. The courtesy runner must be the last player batted out in the prior inning. The courtesy runner in the first inning is the last batter in the lineup.

I.  EXTRA PLAYER (EP)
A team may use up to 2 EP’s in a game. In other words, a team may have up to 12 players in the lineup. If a player is injured, a substitute may replace the injured player or a team may finish with less than the original lineup. However, an out will be taken in that spot in the lineup. If a player is ejected from the game and there is no replacement, then the game is a forfeit. The use of extra batters should be declared to the umpires and opponent prior to the start of the games. Players can alternate defensive positions but must remain in the same batting order.
J.  STEALING:

There is no stealing in the Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Softball League.
K.  RUN AHEAD RULE: 

In order to maintain the integrity of the league, a run ahead rule has been implemented. After 4 innings if a team is ahead by 20 runs or after 5 complete innings, if a team is ahead by 12 runs, that team shall be declared the winner. 

1. If the home team reaches the run limit during the appropriate inning, it will not have to be completed. 

2. The home team must have the opportunity to bat, if necessary
L.  INTERRUPTED / SUSPENDED GAMES:

In the event that rain causes the interruption or suspension of a game in progress the following procedure should be adhered to:

· All games called due to rain will be suspended and continued from the point of stoppage of play using the same players and/or legal substitutes.
M.  PROTESTS: 

If a team wants to protest what they believe is a misinterpretation of a playing rule by an umpire, the manager must notify the umpire that the game is being played under protest at the point where the alleged misinterpretation occurred. The issue must be protested prior to the next pitch. The manager has the responsibility to get in writing what occurred within 48 hours to the Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department. If the protest is upheld, the game will be replayed if necessary from the point at which the incorrect decision was made. Protests cannot be made for a judgment call (fair/foul ball, strikes/balls, trap/catch…etc)

N.  TEAM DROPOUTS: 

If a team drops out of the league all wins and losses prior to their dropping out shall be dropped from the standings. All fees paid to City of Bridgeport shall be forfeited.

O.  SCOREBOOKS: 

It is mandatory to keep a scorebook. Scorers should compare scorebooks after each ½ inning and resolve discrepancies. In the event of an unresolved discrepancy the home team’s book shall be official. If the home team does not keep a book the visitor’s book shall be official. Absolutely no protests will be heard on scorebook or substitution matters. The umpires on the field shall settle all discrepancies.
4. EQUIPMENT

A. BATS: 

All League Bats meet the specifications of the ASA as outlined in Rule 3 of the Official Rules of Softball. For a current list, a manager may check out www.asasoftball.com or www.connecticutasa.com for the most recent list of both certified and banned bats. 
SOFTBALLS: 

44 COR/375 Compression Softballs will be used and provided by the City of Bridgeport as part of the entry fee. Each team will be required to use one (1) new softball per game. The team batting during the inning must retrieve all foul balls. 


C.  NO METAL SPIKES: 

No Metal Spikes will be allowed. Players that wear metal spikes will be asked to remove the metal spikes. Players must wear athletic shoes or plastic or rubber cleats. 

D.   UNIFORMS: 

All teams and players are required to wear uniform shirts for each game.

E.   NO JEWELRY:
Jewelry must not be exposed. It must be removed/tucked, earrings taped or removed. Players that wear medical alert bracelets must tape down bracelet.

5. PLAYER CONDUCT:  (These rules apply before, during, and   after games)
A. Any participant (player, coach, fan, etc) participating in a fight will be ejected from the game, to be followed by further disciplinary measures (multi-game or league expulsion) pending investigation by the League Director. Fighting may result in the forfeiture of the game.

B. Only team managers or coaches may enter the playing field to discuss a play. Any other player illegally entering the field will be ejected from the game.

C. Any participant physically approaching, threatening, or belittling umpires or recreation officials at any time will be suspended indefinitely pending an investigation.

D. Any participant making disparaging or insulting remarks, gestures, or threats towards any umpire, player, coach, fan, or recreation official before, during, or after a game may be ejected from the game or the next game. A second offense may result in expulsion from the league. If this violation, in the opinion of the Umpires or Recreation Officials, is considered flagrant, it will result in multi-game suspension or expulsion from the league, depending on the severity of the incident, with further disciplinary measures to follow pending investigation.

E. Teams are responsible for their fans. Abuse by fans can result in the forfeiture of the game and further disciplinary actions.

F. An Umpire or Recreation Official may terminate a game at any time, if in his/her discretion, the ideals of recreation play are not being observed.

G. A participant may be ejected from the game without warning, if in the mind or the Umpire or Recreation Official, a person’s behavior warrants expulsion.

H. In all the above instances, the person(s) in question must leave the grounds immediately. Failure to comply will warrant forfeiture of the game and further disciplinary action from the Recreation Department, pending investigation.

I. Any participant ejected from a game for any misconduct reason will be suspended from the league for at least one (1) game and placed on probation for the remainder of the season with possible disciplinary measures to follow, pending investigation by a Recreation Official.

J. Profanity directed at others, especially Umpires may result in an out and may also result in a warning or ejection. Umpires discretion is final in all cases. If the player commits the violation after an at-bat, the next batter is out. If committed by the defensive team, the first batter up in the next half inning will be declared out. The above outs will be treated on a delayed, dead-ball situation.

K. If not described in the League Rules & Regulations; the League Director may take any disciplinary measures deemed necessary against a team and/or participants. The Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department reserves the right to make any decisions it feels to be in the best interest of the League, the City of Bridgeport and/or the Recreation Department.

L. It is mandatory that all alcoholic beverages, namely beer, wine, and liquor be kept away from player’s benches and the field of play at all league games. Teams or players violating this rule will be reprimanded or suspended. In the case of excessive abuse, the League Director and Umpires have the right to forfeit the game and the team will be recommended for suspension from further league play. No players, managers, coaches and sponsors shall be permitted to consume alcohol or drugs at the player’s bench area during games.

6. SCHEDULES 
A.  LEAGUE PLAY/PLAYOFFS: 

Each team will play an 11 game regular season schedule. The top 8 teams at the end of the regular season will earn a berth in a double elimination playoff tournament. The Playoff Tournament will take place after the regular season concludes. Each manager will receive the Playoff Schedule at the conclusion of the regular season. All tiebreakers for playoff seeding will be broken first by head-to-head match-ups and second by the least amount of runs allowed for the season. 
B.  RAIN-OUTS: 

The Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department will make up all games that were rained out after the regular season concludes on Thursday nights and/or possibly at an open Thursday slot during the season. All make-up games must be played as scheduled. Failure to play a scheduled make-up game will result in a forfeit. 

7. IMPORTANT GENERAL INFORMATION
 

A.  INCLEMENT WEATHER:

In the event of inclement weather, players and managers should call 203-673-4122 after 4:00 PM for a cancellation message or check the website at http://www.quickscores.com/bridgeport. Any cancellations will be put on the website on game days. The decision to start the games at the fields will be made by the umpires and/or league director. Once a game has started, the plate umpire has total control of the decision to terminate the game due to inclement weather. All games are to be suspended at once if there is a threat of lightning or if lightning strikes.

B.  SOFTBALL PRACTICE PERMITS:

Softball practice permits are available to all teams in the Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Softball League. Please call the Parks Department at 576-7233 to obtain practice permits. Permits can be picked up at the Parks Office between the hours of 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM (Mon-Fri) or can be faxed if requested.

C.  WEBSITE: http://www.quickscores.com/bridgeport

The Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Softball League website can be found at http://www.quickscores.com/bridgeport. It will be updated frequently. The schedules will be available on the website before the start of the season. Teams managers should give out the website to the players for information such as schedule changes, standings, scores, and cancellation information.

LEAGUE DIRECTOR:
Lee Nastu

Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department

7 Trumbull Rd.

Trumbull, CT 06611

203-576-7233 (Work)

203-260-0384 (Cell)

203-673-4122 (Softball Hotline)

203-576-7235 (Fax)
E-Mail: LNastu14@yahoo.com
