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YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM

     2022 SEASON
THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB CODE

I believe in God and the right to worship according to my own Faith and Religion.

I believe in America and the American way of life, in the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

I believe in FAIR PLAY, HONESTY, AND SPORTSMANSHIP.

I believe in my Boys & Girls Club, which stands for all these things.

YOUTH FOOTBALL COACHES CODE OF ETHICS

1. All coaching paperwork must be completed by every coach on the team. No one is allowed to coach, practice or participate in a game without going through a background check.

2. Show good sportsmanship at all times.

3. Build in each player the ideals of sportsmanship, honesty and fair play--on and off the field.

4. Show respect for other coaches, officials, team members, and spectators.

5. Abide by the SPIRIT (not necessarily the LETTER) of the Rules, Regulations, and Policies of the Youth Football Program.  To gain or attempt to gain an unfair advantage by circumventing the rules, or by applying interpretations of the rules that are contrary to the INTENT of those rules, violates the philosophies of the Youth Football Program.  Such attempts directly impede the mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs, and are therefore unethical.

6. Teach each player to abide by the rules of the game.  Deliberately disregarding the rules or teaching players intentionally to violate the rules is indefensible and will break down rather than aid in the building of the character of players.

7. Uninvited scouting at an opponent’s practice field by any coach not directly associated with that team, or by his agents, is considered unethical.

Intentional violation of these ethical standards brands a coach unfit to be associated with the Boys & Girls Clubs Youth Football League.

It is the belief of the Boys & Girls Club that all players who are in good standing with the team, make and participate in practices and want to play in the game, must be given the opportunity to participate in the game a minimum of 6 plays.
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF WICHITA FALLS

 YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM

      RULES   AND   REGULATIONS
ARTICLE   1 - PLAYER ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A- ADDING PLAYERS TO THE ROSTER
1. Initial rosters are due on the scheduled team registration date. Final Rosters will be due by September 7th.
2.  Players not on a team after September 7 will be placed in the player pool. 
3. ROSTER LIMIT:  Maximum of 25 players per team.

4. Coaches are not allowed to pick players from the player pool. Athletes will be placed on a first come first serve basis to teams that are in need of players.
5. The player pool will be administered by Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.

SECTION B- SCHOOL ATTENDANCE:   
All players must be currently enrolled in and attending school or show proof of home school. 
SECTION C- RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS: 

1. All players are allowed to play for whatever team they choose. 
2. The coaches are responsible for building their roster and providing kids the opportunity to play.  (THERE ARE NO DISTRICTS)
SECTION D- EXCLUSIVITY
1. A player is considered a member of a team if his name appears on that team’s roster, whether or not he is actually eligible to play.

2. No player can be a member of two football league teams at the same time.

SECTION E- AGE LIMITS

1. In all questions of eligibility, the determining date will be September 1 of the current playing season.

2. J.V. – Must be 6 years of age on or before September 1 and can be 8 years old on or before September 1 of current playing season.
3. American League - Must be 8 years old on or before September 1 and can be 10 years old on or before September 1 of current playing season.
4. National League - Must be 10 years old on or before September 1 and can be 12 years old before December 31 of current playing season if still in the 6th grade.  13 years of age during playing season cannot participate.
SECTION F-PLAYER REQUIREMENTS

1. All eligibility requirements must be completed by the date listed in the Calendar of Events.  (See Article 1, Sec. A, para. 1)  Players listed on the official rosters that have not met all eligibility requirements by that date shall be removed from the team roster for the remainder of the current playing season.

2. To be eligible, each player must:

a. Be a member in good standing of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.

b. Present a contract/sportsmanship pledge/and release, signed by a parent or legal guardian and by           participating player, to the Athletic office at the Central Branch.  No player may participate in team workouts until a properly completed form has been received by the Athletic office at the Central Branch.
c. Remit the required player fee.
d. Present his or her Bureau of Vital Statistics birth certificate or a photo static copy of the same, or an original hospital birth certificate or an Official Passport from any nation, to the Athletic office at the Central Branch.  If a player’s membership record shows them to be verified by the Boys & Girls Clubs, it is not necessary to present this information again.

e. Note all players must complete the above requirements any later than 4 pm on the day of the game to be eligible for that game, or, in the case of Saturday games, no later than 4 pm the previous Friday night.
SECTION G-WEIGHT REQUIREMENTS

1. Junior Varsity- 105 pounds or more must play on the interior line of scrimmage (Offensive tackle to tackle) on offense and defense as well as front line on receiving team
2. American League- 125 pounds or more must play on interior line of scrimmage (Offensive tackle to tackle) on offense and defense as well as front line on receiving team.  
3. National Leagues-145 pounds or more must play on interior line of scrimmage (Offensive tackle to tackle) on offense and defense as well as front line on receiving team.

a. No player will compete in a regular season game until they have met their weight requirement.
b. Any player that is restricted to the interior line of scrimmage (Offensive tackle to tackle) due to weight regulations for any of the three leagues must wear a 1-inch yellow stripe across the backside of their helmets throughout the duration of the playing season.
c. Any player wearing a yellow stripe must down the ball if they recover the ball, the ball is kicked to them, and any other instance where they possess the ball.
d. Team weigh in will be done on a scheduled basis. 
SECTION H-STATUS OF INELIGIBLE PLAYERS:

Those players listed on the roster that have not yet met all eligibility requirements, but have filled out a player release form will not be able to play until eligibility requirements are met.
SECTION I-SUPPLEMENTAL PLAYER POOL

1. Purpose of the supplemental player pool is to provide all interested youth an opportunity to participate in the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls Youth Football League.  The intent of the player pool is to supplement already existing teams with additional players.

2. Guidelines for Placement:
a. All placements will be made at the discretion of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.
b. All placements shall be for one year only.

c. Players will be placed on a team that is in need of additional players.  Consideration will be given to teams in close proximity to the player’s address.

ARTICLE II – COACH’S SELECTION & ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A- APPLICATION

Each prospective coach must file an application with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.  Teams may not begin workouts until at least one coach from that team has attended a Coaches Orientation.

SECTION B - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SELECTION

1. Each coaching application shall be reviewed by the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls, which shall examine all available information on each applicant.

2. The Athletic Director and the Executive Director shall have final authority on approval of a coach.

3. This is an ANNUAL review and approval.

4. All coaches must attend a USA Football Coach’s orientation meeting before they shall be approved to coach.  COACHES MAY NOT COACH UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED OF THEIR APPROVAL, AND HAVE ATTENDED THE ORIENTATION.
5. All applicants must have a background check performed by the staff of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.

SECTION C - SELECTION PROCEDURES FOR HEAD COACHES
1. Providing that all coaching requirements have been met, the Head Coach from last season will have the first opportunity to assume the head coaching position for that same team in the new season.  
2. Application for returning Head Coaches must be presented to the Athletic Director. 
3. If application is not received or if a resignation is submitted, or if any other factor prevents the previous years’ Head Coach from coaching again in the new  year, then that team’s Assistant Coaches will be notified of the vacancy, and have next priority to take the head coaching position.

a. Assistant coaches must submit a Coaches Application for the Head Coaches position to the Athletic Director at the Central Branch.

b.  Seniority will be a considered in determining selection, but may not be the deciding factor.

4. If no Assistant Coach applies for a vacated Head Coaches position by the deadline, or, if there was no Head or Assistant Coaches from the previous season, then other applications will be considered.  
ARTICLE III – COACH’S RESPONSIBILITIES
SECTION A- ROSTERS

1. ROSTER LIMIT:  Maximum of 25 players per team.

2. Coaches are not allowed to pick players from the player pool. Athletes will be placed on a first come first serve             basis to teams that are in need of players.

3. The player pool will be administered by Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.

4. Rosters should be completed in blue or black ink only.
5. There is a limit of 5 coaches per team.
SECTION B – COACHING IDENTIFICATION

All Head Coaches and Assistant Coaches (JV, American, & National) will be required to wear coaching identification given to them by the Athletic Director at all scheduled games.  The Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls will provide all ID’s for all coaches. Ids must be worn to get onto the playing field.
SECTION C - CROWD CONTROL
All coaches must assist the Field Representative and Athletic Director if adults from their team become unruly.

SECTION D - FIELD ASSISTANTS

1. Each team’s Head Coach is responsible for providing QUALIFIED ADULTS (18 years and older) to work the yard chain, down markers and or clock if not provided for by the Club.

2. The HOME team shall provide one person to run the down marker and one person to run the yard chain.  The VISITING team shall provide one person to run the yard chain and one person to run the clock.

3. The yard chain and down marker shall remain on the visitors side of the field for the entire contest unless weather or field conditions make it desirable, in the opinion of the Head Referee and the Athletic Director, to place the chain and marker on the opposite side of the field.

4. The adults who are running the field equipment may not coach from the sideline.

5. All electronic devices are prohibited on the sideline

SECTION E - OBLIGATIONS FOR MERCHANDISE

Coaches shall not obligate the Boys & Girls Clubs for cost of merchandise or services.

SECTION F - SPONSORS

1. Coaches shall obtain their own team sponsorship by the date specified in the Calendar of Events.  Last Year’s team sponsor must be given the opportunity to sponsor the same team, but may sponsor a different team at the sponsor’s request.

2. If a Head Coach chooses to split his team and forms a second team, then the new Head Coach becomes responsible for a sponsorship for the second team.

3. Teams that have not paid their sponsorships by the date specified in the Calendar of Events shall not be allowed to play any more games until the sponsorship fee is paid.

SECTION G - CONDUCT OF COACHES, PLAYERS AND FANS:

1. Coaches are required to conduct themselves in a positive and sportsmanlike manner in speech and actions at all times.  Negative comments directed toward other teams, its’ players, coaches, parents or game officials WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.
2. Each Coach is responsible for the conduct and sportsmanship of their players and crowd, other coaches, and spectators before, during and after each game and practice session, and is expected to maintain the highest level of sportsmanship for their team and its supporters, as is consistent with the aims and policies of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.

3. Each Coach is expected to support and assist Boys & Girls Club staff members in any manner that may be required in order to safely and expediently handle and control instances of unsportsman-like conduct both on and off the playing field.

SECTION H – NOISEMAKERS:

The use excessive noisemakers will not be allowed at any game.  The Head Coach is responsible for compliance with this rule.  ***NO AIR HORNS***
SECTION I - COMPLAINTS AND GRIEVANCES:
The Head Coach must bring all complaints and grievances by parents or other interested parties forward.
SECTION J - AWARDS:
The Head Coach is responsible for their players receiving all awards given by the BGCWF.
SECTION K - TIME CONFLICTS:

No coach shall schedule games or other events, which conflict, with the schedules of the Boys & Girls Clubs games or events.

SECTION L - CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

1. Coaches shall NOT consume alcoholic beverages before, during, or immediately following any Youth Football League game, practice session, or team socials.
2. Each coach is responsible for seeing that no parent or spectator consumes any alcoholic beverage at the team’s practice field, Boys & Girls Club Athletic Complex, including parking lots, or at team socials.
ARTICLE IV – OFFICIALS
SECTION A- AUTHORITY

1. The Athletic Director, or his Representative, has final authority in all rulings and disputes at the field of play at all scheduled games.

2. Recognizing that the game officials are the sole authority when ruling on penalty situations on the field during play, DECISIONS OR CALLS MADE BY THE GAME OFFICIALS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO REVERSAL BY PROTEST.

SECTION B - SUSPENDED GAMES

In the event of suspended games, the referee shall be responsible for all information pertaining to possession, quarter, yard line, etc., at the time of postponement.

ARTICLE V - RULES GOVERNING THE LEAGUE
SECTION A - EQUIPMENT COMPLIANCE

1. Equipment used by the players must have the approval of the Boys & Girls Clubs Directors.

2. Officials shall check both teams and each player for mandatory or illegal equipment before each game.

SECTION B - EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

1. HELMETS - The helmet is the single most important piece of equipment a player wears because it protects the nerve center of the entire body.

a. All helmets shall have a NOC-SAE approved stamp.

b. Chin straps and mouthpiece are required.

2. SHOULDER PADS, FOOTBALL PANTS WITH HIP, THIGH, KNEE, TAILBONE PADS AND SHOES.
3. Hand and arm pads are optional.  No player shall wear any hard, abrasive, or unyielding substance on their hands, wrists, forearms, or elbows, i.e. (CAST) unless well covered and padded and a written release by the parents and doctor.
SECTION C - PARTICIPATION

Players who make and participate in practices and are in good standing with the team and want to play, must play a 

Minimum of six (six) plays per game.  Play is defined as an offensive, defensive, or special teams play. If on special teams and by the beginning of the fourth quarter any player not playing the six plays must be played until the 6-play amount is reached.
1st violation is a warning to Head Coach.     
Second violation is one game suspension of Head Coach.                                          




Third violation results in the suspension of the Head Coach for the remaining season or until further review of the Athletic Director.
SECTION D - BLITZING

1. JV LEAGUE – Any player that meets the weight requirement and is not restricted to the interior line of scrimmage, can blitz no closer than two (2) yards behind the defensive line and be in a standing position. No silent count is to be used in the JV league.
2. AMERICAN LEAGUE – Any player that meets the weight requirement and is not restricted to the interior line of scrimmage, can blitz no closer than one (1) yard behind the defensive line and be in a standing position.

a. Any non-restricted weight player in the JV & American leagues that enter their restricted yard zone off the ball must get in a three (3) or four (4) point stance.
3. NATIONAL LEAGUE – Any player that meets the weight requirement and is not restricted to the interior line of scrimmage, can blitz from anywhere on the field and be in a standing position.

a. Any non-restricted player in the National league that lines up directly over the center, on the line of scrimmage, must be in a three (3) or four (4) point stance.
SECTION E – PLAYING
1. OFFICIAL SESSION:
a. The official season shall begin on the date specified in the Calendar of Events.

Equipment shall not be worn until the date specified in the Calendar of   Events.

b. A five-minute rest & water period must be given for every fifteen minutes of practice.

c. The use of the bullring drill, at any time, is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
2. TIME LIMITS:
a. Junior Varsity - four six-minute quarters;

Clock will restart after incomplete passes and out of bounds plays when the ball is ready for play until the final two minutes of each half.  Last two minutes of each half will be regulation clock. You have 25 seconds to get your team lined up and ready for the next play or a flag for delay of game will be thrown.
b. American League - four seven-minute quarters;

Clock will restart after incomplete passes and out of bounds plays when the ball is ready for play until the final two minutes of each half.  Last two minutes of each half will be regulation clock.

c. National League - four seven-minute quarters.

Clock will restart after incomplete passes and out of bounds plays when the ball is set for the next play.

d. Clock will stop for all extra point attempts in all leagues.

e. Fast Clock will be in effect at 30 points. The 30-point mercy rule is in effect, and the coaches will the treat game as a scrimmage. Coaches will decide if they want to continue playing. The score will not be adjusted due to scoring after the mercy rule has been reached.
3. OFFICIAL BALL:
The Wilson T.D.J. football, or its equivalent, is the official ball for American and National Leagues, and all teams shall use that ball at all games. The official ball for the JV League is the K2 Ball.
4. FORFEITURE DUE TO INSUFFFICIENT PLAYERS AT GAME TIME:
a. Any team that fails to have the required (11) eligible players (JV, American, and National League) ready to play at game time shall forfeit that game.

b. FIVE MINUTES AFTER GAME TIME IS FORFEIT TIME.
5. TEAM BENCHS:
a. Teams shall be benched on the opposite sides of the field.  The Home team shall be on the west side of the field, and the Visiting team shall be on the east side of the field.

b. Only approved coaches with proper I.D. will be allowed in the bench area before, during, and after a game.

c. Each team shall be allowed not more than five (5) coaches on their bench before, during, and after a game. 

6. THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE MAY REMOVE A COACH FROM THE ATHLETIC COPLEX FOR:
a. Poor sportsmanship or inappropriate behavior.

b. Failure to cooperate with efforts to maintain control of the game and the crowd

c. Any other reason that authority may deem sufficient.

7. RESTRAINING LINE:  Coaches and Players shall consider the 25-yard line to be the restraining line per NCAA Rule.

8. CONFLICT JERSEYS:   
In the event that two opposing teams are scheduled to play and the similarity of uniforms is such that it would be difficult to distinguish between opposing players, the team with the fewest number of ELIGIBLE players listed on their official roster shall wear conflict jerseys supplied by the Youth Football League.  Depending on the circumstances, the following color combinations MAY be considered in conflict:

a. Any colors considered by the Head Referee to be in conflict.

b. The final decision whether or not any particular color combination constitutes a conflict will be the responsibility of the Athletic Director and the Head Referee.

9. AUTHORITY TO INTERRUPT GAMES
a. The Athletic Director, the Field Representative, or any game Official may interrupt game play at any time for any reason they consider necessary.  Play shall not resume until the cause of the interruption has been resolved.

b. All coaches have the responsibility to assist the field Officials and Boys and Girls Club staff in whatever is necessary to resume play as soon as possible.

10. OVERTIME
OVERTIME WILL BE PLAYED UNDER NCAA RULES EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING.

a. In the event of a tie in conference, playoff, or Toy Bowl games, an overtime period will determine the winner. A COIN FLIP WILL DETERMINE WHO POSSESS THE BALL FIRST. THE COIN FLIP WINNER WILL POSSESS THE BALL FIRST IN EVERY SERIES. Teams will play until a winner is decided.
b. The ball will be placed on the 10-yard line for all leagues.

c. If after each team has been given possession of the ball as an offensive team and the game is still tied, the ball will be placed on the five-yard line and each team will have an opportunity to run four more offensive plays.  
d. Extra point tries will be used when a team scores in any format.

e. National and American League the ball will be placed no closer than the five-yard line for a 2-point attempt (run or pass).  The ball will be placed no closer than the three-yard line for 1-point attempts (run) (field goal),and extra points by kick are two points (ball spot on 3 yard line).
f. All overtime play will take place at the SOUTH end of the field, unless field conditions warrant otherwise.

g. Should the overtime period go beyond the hour of 10:00pm, the overtime may, at the discretion of the Athletic Director, be postponed to a later date.

h. Overtime will not be played in non-conference games.

11. KICK-OFFS:  Kick-offs will be kicked from the teams own 40-yard line.  All other normal NCAA Rules will apply to Kick-Offs and Kick-Off returns.
12. POSTPONEMENTS:  
Postponed games will be rescheduled at the earliest convenient date.

13. SEVERE WEATHER:

In the event of severe weather, such as lightning, high winds, hail, or other weather conditions, the officials may call a game.  SUSPENDED GAMES SHALL BE CONTINUED FROM THE POINT OF INTERRUPTION.

a. The coach of the trailing team has the option of accepting the score and not continuing the game.  This decision will be made at the time the game is suspended.

b. Officials will get all information necessary to resume the game at a later time.  The score, quarter, time remaining, down, yard line will be recorded for future purposes.

c. These games will be rescheduled at the earliest convenient date.
14. SUBSTITUTIONS
NCAA RULES APPLY.

15. Penalties

After a penalty has been assessed and the ball has been whistled ready for play, the clock will start.

16. EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS
Any player found to be playing without a mouthpiece or without the required proper equipment, shall be sent to the sidelines and must sit out one scrimmage play. 
***Mouth pieces must be attached to the facemask.

 A second infraction, and any other infraction thereafter by any member of the team, shall result in the player(s) sitting one scrimmage play and the team being charged a timeout or 5-yard penalty if no timeouts remain.

17. EXTRA POINTS
1. EXTRA POINTS:  1-point from 3 yards out.  2-point conversion is an uncontested kick through the goal post from the goal line (10 yards away) or from the 5-yard line.  Only the Deep Snapper, Holder, and Kicker will be on the field during the try.  There will be a snap, hold, and a kick.  Conversions must be declared before first attempt.
a. Two points for a kick. 
b. One point for a run or pass.

18. Rules Not Covered
NCAA RULES OF FOOTBALL SHALL BE FOLLOWED EXCEPT WHERE SUPERSEDED BY THOSE LISTED ABOVE.

SECTION F - SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD AND PROCEDURES

The following system will be used to monitor conduct and sportsmanship during the season and information compiled thereby will be used to determine the recipients of the Sportsmanship Awards at the end of the season:

1. The Field Representatives will grade coaches on attitude, discipline, conduct, and sportsmanship at each game.  Officials may inform the Field Representative of any unsporstmanlike conduct or unruly behavior on the part of any of the coaches at any time.  The Field Representative may, at his discretion, use such information in grading coaches for that game.

2. Officials will rate the players on attitude, discipline, and sportsmanship after each game.

3. Field Reps will rate the spectators on behavior and sportsmanship.  Other Club staff, officials, or any other interested parties may make known to the Field Rep any display of poor behavior, bad attitude, or unsportsmanlike conduct on the part of the spectators.  The Field Reps may use this information in their final report on the game, at their discretion.

4. The Head Coach of each team will present to the Athletic Director a written report at the end of the season, upon his request, listing the top four teams (including his own) that, in the Head Coaches opinion, demonstrated the best sportsmanship during the season.  This information will be used in helping to choose recipients of the Sportsmanship Award.
SECTION G - REPORTING UNSPORTSMANLIKE BEHAVIOR

The Field Rep will give a written report on any player or coach that displays unsportsmanlike conduct and on any player or coach who is ejected from a game.  This report will be filed with the Athletic Director after the game.
COACH/PLAYER SUSPENSION:

1. If a player is ejected from, a game for a flagrant violation or unsportsmanlike conduct, that player shall be ejected from the game in which the violation occurs and that player shall not participate in the next scheduled game.

2. If a coach is ejected for any reason, that coach shall not coach the next scheduled game.
3. Any ejected player or coach shall be required to meet with the Athletic Director before they may participate in any further games.  The Athletic Director, at his discretion, may require the coach to meet with the Football Advisory Committee.

4. Any ejected player or coach receiving two ejections during the season may forfeit their right to participate in the Football program for the remainder of the season.  

ARTICLE VI - NON-LEAGUE GAMES

Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls strongly recommends that participation in a tackle football league be limited to participation on one league only.
ARTICLE VII – PROTESTS
SECTION A – OFFICIALS-PROTESTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED BECAUSE OF THE DECISION OF AN OFFICIAL.

SECTION B - PROTEST DUE TO AN INELIGIBLE PLAYER

Any team submitting an official protest must pay a $25.00 protest fee, which will be returned if the protest is upheld.

1. Protest of an ineligible player may be submitted by an approved Head Coach.

2. Burden of proof other than address shall rest with the protesting person(s).

3. Information pertaining to player eligibility must be filed in writing.

4. All such information shall be kept on file by the Athletic Director for immediate and/or future action, as may be considered necessary and appropriate.

5. Should any team that qualified for the playoffs be suspected of using an ineligible player during the season, a written protest must be filed before the start of playoff games.

6. If the protest is found to be valid, the guilty team shall be removed from the playoffs, no team shall replace them.

7. If the protest is filed after the start of the playoffs and is found valid, the guilty player and possibly the team may be removed from the playoffs depending on the severity of the infraction.  No replacement team would be added to the playoffs.

***It is the obligation of the Head Coach to bring any information concerning ineligibility of a player, or violation of the rules, to the attention of the Athletic Director at the earliest possible time.

SECTION C - METHOD OF FILING GRIEVANCES

The Head Coach in writing with the Athletic Director must file arguments or grievances by coaches that arise during the season.  If accepted, the protesting coach and those affected by the protest will be notified to appear before the Committee, soon.

ARTICLE VIII - MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS
SECTION A- PHYSICALS
Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls strongly recommends that all players obtain a sports physical prior to

participation in the youth football program.

SECTION B- OPEN WOUNDS

1. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls defines an Open Wound as any rather cut those results in bleeding from the injury site or any other part of the body.

2. Any player, who enters the field of play with an open wound or sustains an open wound while on the playing field, will be removed from the game by the coaches of that player’s team at the direction of the Game Officials, Field Representative, or Athletic Director.  There are no exceptions to this rule.

3. A player removed from the game because of an open wound may not return to the game until any bleeding has been stopped, the wound has been cleaned, treated, and bandaged, and no blood is leaking or soaking through the bandage.

4. Wounds may be bandaged in an effort to insure that they will not bleed again, but the bandaging of a wound, does not, in and of itself, make it a closed wound.  The Game Officials, Field Rep, and or Athletic Director shall have final judgment over whether or not a wound is sufficiently closed to allow that player to return to the game.
SECTION C - UNCONSCIOUSNESS

1. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls defines unconsciousness to be any period of time when a player, because of an injury, disease, or other condition, is not aware of his/her current surroundings or situation, or cannot respond to verbal or visual stimuli.

2. Any player who sustains an injury while on the field of play that renders him/her unconscious, no matter how briefly shall be removed from the game, whether or not the player is actually unconscious at the time of that removal.  He/she shall not be allowed to return for the remainder of that game.  There are no exceptions to this rule.

3. A player that has been removed from a game because of unconsciousness shall not be allowed to return to any other game until that player presents a release, in writing, from a medical doctor to the Head Coach of their team.

4. The Head Coach shall forward the release to the Athletic Director, who shall permanently attach it to the player’s contract release.

5. There is no exception to this requirement.

SECTION D - INJURY MANAGEMENT
1. Since the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls has full responsibility for management of injured players on the field of play or during games, the Athletic Director, or his designate, shall have full and complete control over the dispensation of a player who has been injured during a game.

2. This control can be superseded by recommendation from trained medical personnel (specifically, by a medical doctor or registered nurse), or by the players parent(s), but never by coaches, other players, fans, trainers (whether or not certified), or other interested parties.

3. Any player that sustains an injury and is seen by a doctor must submit a doctor’s release to the Athletic Director to become eligible to return to play.  The Head Coach has the responsibility and authority to restrict a player due to an injury.

4. All players who incur an injury must see the trainer.

5. Trainer will keep record of all injured players.

6. If a coach plays, an injured player after trainer has sat the player the coach will assume a forfeit for that game. 

ARTICLE IX - PLAYOFF GAMES
SECTION A - DETERMINATION OF DIVISION CHAMPION
1. The Division Champion shall be the team who is in first place at the end of the regular season.

2. Standings are based on the win-loss record of each team in division play.
SECTION B -TIES FOR PLAYOFF SPOTS
1. In case of a two-way tie for any playoff spot, the team who won the regular season game between the two teams tied will take the higher playoff spot.

2. In case of a three-way tie, the points allowed in the games played between the three teams tied will be considered to determine the winner.  The team that allowed the least number of points scored against them will take the higher playoff spot.

3. In the event that any game used to decide a three-way tie is a forfeited game, then the team with the highest number of forfeits will always be allocated the lowest possible of playoff spots in contention.

The position of the two remaining teams will then be decided as if it were a two-way tie.

If such a decision would result in one (or more) teams being eliminated from the playoffs, then the team with the largest number of forfeits will always be eliminated first.
4. If two of the three teams had forfeited games, then the team who did not forfeit will always take the highest of the playoff spots in contention.

5. The positions of the remaining two teams will then be decided as if there were a two-way tie.

6. If all three teams have the same number of forfeited games, then the tie will be decided by the method stated in Section B, 2.
7. In the event that three or more teams are still tied after the tiebreaker has been used, the teams will meet on the field of play for a set of scrimmages that will determine the winner.

a. Play will be set up as a single round robin tournament involving only those teams that are currently tied.
b. Overtime rules and methods will be used to complete the tournament.

c. The team that is ahead after all teams have had a series of downs will get the higher bracket position.  

d. If no team is ahead, or if one or more teams are still tied, play will continue, involving only those teams that are still tied.

e. Play will continue in this manner until a clear seeding has occurred.

f. These scrimmages will be conducted using the regular season rules of overtime.

SECTION C - BRACKETING OF PLAYOFF TEAMS

First place plays Fourth place. Second place plays third place. 
ARTICLE X – SPONSORS
SECTION A - SPONSORSHIP FEES

1. Sponsorships are for one year only.

2. Sponsorships fees are as follows:

Junior Varsity..................................$300.00

American League............................ $300.00

National League.............................. $300.00

SECTION B - HANDLING OF FEES

Sponsors checks should be made payable to the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.
SECTION C - FEE MAXIMUM

The above amounts are the maximum and cannot be exceeded.
SECTION D - PREVIOUS SPONSORS

Sponsors who supported any given team the previous year must be given the opportunity to sponsor the team again.

SECTION E - PENALTY FOR NON-PAYMENT OF SPONSORSHIP FEES

1. All sponsorship fees must be paid by the date indicated on the Calendar of Events.

2. Teams who have not paid the sponsorship by that date shall not participate in a regular season game until the sponsorship fee has been paid.
ARTICLE XI – AWARDS
SECTION A – TROPHIES & PLAQUES
The type and amount of awards will be determined by the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wichita Falls.
