ANGELS X-PLAY RULES 2023
1. Baselines shall be sixty feet (60’) in length
2. The distance from the front side of the pitcher’s plate to the point of home plate shall be thirty-five feet (35’)
3. DEFENSE: – All infielders (including player-pitcher) MUST wear faceguards in DIXIE ANGELS
4. There will be ten (10) players on defense with only six (6) players in the infield at the point of the ball being released to the batter by the pitcher. 
5. REMEMBER, ALL PLAYERS MUST PLAY AT LEAST SIX (6) CONSECUTIVE OUTS ON DEFENSE
6. PITCHING RULES (A) – A pitcher shall not pitch more than seven (7) innings between Monday through the following Sunday, except that in a tie game at the end of five (5) innings, the starting pitcher may pitch the sixth (6th) inning except as described in Rule VII (E) of DIXIE ANGELS SPECIFIC PLAYING RULES. Under no condition shall a pitcher pitch in more than five (5) innings in one (1) game except as noted above. NOTE 1: The extra inning rule does not apply to a starting pitcher who was removed from and returned to the mound in the same game, regardless of which inning she returned. Once a starting pitcher is removed from the mound in a game, she will be allowed only five (5) innings in which to pitch in that game. NOTE 2: The pitcher shall be charged only for the innings pitched. If a pitcher does not have to pitch the bottom half of an inning, she is NOT charged for that inning. (B) - A pitcher removed from the mound shall be allowed to return to the mound one (1) time is the same game. NOTE: To satisfy this rule it will be ruled if a pitcher returns to the mound in the same inning of a game in which she was removed she shall be credited with pitching in ONLY one (1) inning for the inning in which she was removed.
7. Catcher DOES NOT have to catch 3rd Strike. Runners are still in play with Rule 10. 
8. OFFENSE:
9. LOCAL LEAGUE OPTIONS: GAMES UNTIL MAY 6th : MODIFIED-Player pitches 4 pitches. IF player swings and strikes out in 3 of 4 pitches, batter is out. A foul on the fourth pitch does not constitute and out.  After 4 pitches, the Coach-Pitcher will pitch 2 remaining pitches. Only “one” 1 if 2 strikes on the batter. Player may not receive more than 3 pitches from coach. IF on 3rd pitch, player does not put in fair-play, batter is out. 
10. I – BASERUNNING (A) – If a base runner leaves her base before the pitch reaches the batter, the base umpire shall signal “delayed dead ball” to indicate the violation at the time that it occurs. The defensive team shall have the privilege of having nullified any portion of the play that occurred during the violation. (B) – Base runners may steal any base including home. (C) Base runners may steal only one (1) base at a time and will NOT be allowed to advance any further on passed balls, wild pitches, or overthrows. (D) On a base-on-balls, the batter/base runner MUST stop at first (1st) base. All other base runners advance one (1) base only if they are forced to because of the base-on-balls. NOTE: If a base runner was in the process of stealing a base when the batter was issued a base-on-balls, the base runner must return to the last base she legally occupied unless forced to advance. (E) Base runners cannot advance on throw backs to the pitcher, any other player, or a coach. NOTE: To satisfy this rule, if, in the opinion of the umpire, a throw is made to a fielder to try and pick off a base runner or she throws the ball behind the base runner, these will NOT be considered as throw backs. If the base runner is caught off her base, she must try and get back to the last base she legally occupied or advance to the next base, if it is unoccupied. (F) A base runner on third (3rd) base may attempt to steal home with liability of being put out on a wild pitch or a passed ball. NOTE: A passed ball in DIXIE ANGELS X-play will be ruled as a ball that either goes behind or off to the side of the catcher far enough for the home plate umpire to rule it a passed ball. For safety’s sake, any ball that hits the catcher’s glove, equipment or person or hits the home plate umpire’s equipment or person and stays in front of the catcher SHALL NOT be ruled a passed ball. Only the home plate umpire can rule that a ball is a passed ball. (G) If the catcher of record is on base with two (2) outs, a coach has the option of putting in a courtesy runner for the catcher. The courtesy runner will be the player who made the second (2nd) out in the inning.
11. Bunting IS ALLOWED. This includes Slapping as in the Dixie Rulebook
12. INFIELD FLY is in effect.  Runners on 1st and 2nd or more and less than 2 outs.  
13. If a batted or thrown ball hits the coach-pitcher, the play will be ruled “Dead”. And all base runners must return to the base they last legally occupied.
14. All other general softball rules will revert to Dixie Softball Rulebook or where UIC deems necessary.  
15. Any protests will be resolved in a timely manner during game by the lead umpire and UIC. Judgment calls are NOT PROTEST eligible.
16. Any coach, player, or parent may be removed from facility if verbally or any way abusing an official, employee, or organizational participant.
17. All participants at events are required to be responsible positive and supportive of the game and may be removed if deemed a negative impact on the game or program itself. 
18. Schedules are subject to weather conditions and field availability.


