
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruidoso Girls Fast Pitch League 
 

ARTICLE I 

 Name and Objectives 

 

Section 1.1.  Name:  The name of this organization is “Ruidoso Girls Fast Pitch League”, (RGFL).  

 

Section 1.2.  Objectives:  The objective of RGFL is to promote growth and development of the sport 

of Fast Pitch softball for girls in Ruidoso and surrounding communities.  RGFL will organize and 

provide opportunity for teams to compete in league and tournament competition. 

 

ARTICLE II 

Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department 

 

Section 2.1.  Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department:  The RGFL will be run through the Ruidoso 

Parks and Recreation Department 
 

ARTICLE III 

 

Membership 

 

Section 3.1.  Team Age Classification:  6U, 8U, 10U, 12U, 14U, 16U and 18U. 

 

Section 3.2.  Registration and Season Dates:  The duration of the Fast Pitch season and team 

registration will be determined by the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department. The dates will be 

announced by the Department not later than February 1
st
 of each year. 

 

Section 3.3.  Members Age:  In accordance with the USSSA Official Fast Pitch Playing Rules and By-

Laws Thirteenth Edition, a player’s age on December 31
st
 of the previous sanction year determines the 

age classification in which the player is eligible to participate.  Follow link for USSSA age calculator, 

http://www.usssa.com/baseball/AgeCalculator/.  In rare cases and for the safe development of our 

RGFL players, the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department reserves the right to classify a player 

into a division deemed more appropriate for the individual’s skill level. For example, if a player’s skill 

level is significantly higher or lower than their age classification, the player can request to play in the 

next higher age group as long as it is agreed upon by RGFL and the parents or guardians of the player. 

If an agreement is reached to classify a player into a higher age group, the player’s parent or guardian 

must sign a release of liability waiver, releasing the league from any liability resulting from the 

player’s classification into a higher age group.  

http://www.usssa.com/baseball/AgeCalculator/


 

 

 

ARTICLE IV 

 

Team Eligibility 
 

Section 4.1.  League Teams:  RGFL Teams must pay the appropriate fees and comply with USSSA 

Official Fast Pitch Playing Rules and By-Laws Thirteenth Edition, No team is allowed to compete in 

the league without paying the appropriate registrations fees to Ruidoso Girls Fast Pitch League.   

 

The fees are as follows:  

 

- Team Registration Fee………..$150.00 

- Player’s Registration Fee……..$65.00 

Registration fees are set by the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department and published on or before 

February 1st of each year. The fees cover the following items:   

 

- Team Uniform Shirts 

- Team Insurance  

- Softballs & Umpires 

- Other necessary services and/or equipment approved by the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

 

Section 4.2.  Team Composition:  Teams are composed of no less than nine players and no more than 

12 players. (All teams are subject to accepting players from the league as our intention is not to turn 

away any girl. Adding more than 12 to any team will be discussed with team coaches and league 

official.)  From the date of registration to a date two weeks prior to the start of the season, players are 

allowed to request a team change.  Once the grace period has expired, team rosters are considered 

final.  Players are not allowed to change teams after the grace period has expired.  In the event a player 

chooses to drop from her team roster, no refunds are granted and the player is ineligible to participate 

in league competition for the remainder of the season.  The cutoff date for adding players to the roster 

shall be determined and posted by the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department.  

 

 

Section 4.3.  League Uniform Shirts:  The league will purchase uniform shirts for all age groups. 

There are no exceptions to this rule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ARTICLE V  

 

Player Eligibility 

 

Section 5.1.  Proof of Players’ Age:  When a player’s age is called into question and/or upon request 

by the Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department, coaches are required to provide valid proof of 

player’s age to validate eligibility for a particular age group.   

 

Section 5.2.  Interleague Player Substitutions:  Under normal circumstances during RGFL play, 

players shall not compete on another team without mandatory written approval from the RGFL 

Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department.  For example, some RGFL teams may experience a 

shortage of players (less than 9) during the summer league due to vacations.  In that case, RGFL has 

established a player’s pool consisting of RGFL players in all age groups who want to be considered as 

substitute players for teams who are short of players not due to the coaches’ mismanagement.  The 

league will allow for the open substitution rule, the one USSSA follows during pool play.  If you have 

any questions about this please see a league official.   This rule allows for the substitution of girls and 

allows for playing more players.   
Article VI  

 

Field and Games 

 

Section 6.1.  Game Record Keeping:  The league will be using the Umpire for reporting scores to the 

Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department for all games in Ruidoso.  The home team is responsible 

for keeping the book and the visitors are responsible for scoreboards, if they are being used during 

league play.  All protests on the game score will be accomplished at the end of the game.  The league 

officials and umpires will have a meeting and the league will respond within 24 hours to the protest.  

If there is a recording error, the league will correct the error within 24 hours.  

 

Section 6.2. Field Set-up:  The Ruidoso Parks and Recreation Department will take care of the field set 

up. Players and coaches are required to pick up the field and dugout after their games..   

 

Section 6.2.1 Dugouts:  The Home team will always have the dugout on the 3
rd

 base line. The Visitor 

Team will always have the 1
st
 base dugout.  

 

Section 6.3.  Awards:  The Ruidoso Girls Fast Pitch League will provide medals and team trophy to 

the 8u, 10u, 12u, and 14 teams that finish 1
st
 and 2

nd
 place. 

 

Section 6.4.  Run Rule:  There is a six run rule in place for 10 and under. If a batter gets a hit with base 

runners on, any runs in excess of 6 that cross the plate before the play ends will count for that inning.  

For example, if a team has scored 5 runs in an inning and there are 2 base runners on.  If the next 

batter hits a homerun, 3 runs will score for a total of 8 runs for that inning.  Teams that fall into the 

12u- must agree before the start of the game if they are using the 6 run rule. 14u-18u will not use the 

run rule. 

 

Section 6.5.  Ending the Game:  The inning will be finished if time runs out.  A new inning will not 

start if there is less than 5 minutes left in the game. The home team has a chance to win in the last 

inning, and can score more than six runs (for games with 6 run rule) to win the game, unless there are 

three outs. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Section 6.6. The league can hold playoffs at the end of the regular season. The teams will be seated in 

the order of their winning record. The league will determine the winning records by the league’s 

record score books. If there is a tie, a coin toss will determine the seating. In the second round the first 

place team will play the lowest seated team. The winners will move on until there are only two top 

teams playing. The schedule of games will be posted on the web site, and an email will be sent to each 

coach. The games will begin on the Monday following the regular season.  If a team loses a player due 

to vacation the team can sub two players from another team.  

 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

 

8U rules 

 

The following rules shall apply to the 8 and under age group: 

 

1. Pitching distance will be 35 feet or from the edge of the circle 

2. Only 6 pitches will be allowed, with the 6
th

 being hit off of a T 

3. Teams will bat entire lineup, twice 

4. No Umps for coach pitch, it is a learning experience.  

5. No infield fly rule will apply 

6. It is strongly recommended to start playing with 3 out as the season progresses, half way 

through, to get them ready for 10u ball.  

 

 

 


