City of Richardson Softball Rules

Revised January 2023
USSSA rules are used with the following in-house clarifications and revisions:

To view the USSSA Rule Book, please go to www.usssa.com
1. Time Limit:  A.)  After the coin toss and the home team is asked to take the field by the umpire, play will be 50 minutes.  B.) All tied games will be played under normal rules until time has expired or a full 7 innings is completed.  After the time limit has expired and at the beginning of the next full inning, all batters will assume a full count; one pitch per batter.  A “ball” will be declared a walk whereas a “strike” or “fouled ball” is an out.
2. All participants must be at least 18 years of age as of the league start date the participant is registering for.

3. For the safety of everyone:  No children or pets are allowed in the dugout during ballgames.

4. Run Rule:  Anytime a team has a 20 run lead after the 2nd inning or 15  after 3 or 12 after 4, or 10 after 5 the ballgame will be called. 

5. The USSSA Flip Flop rule will be in effect:  In the effect a run rule limit has been exceeded and the home team is losing, the home team will remain at bat and become the visiting team.  If the team (new visiting team) does not score enough runs to reduce the run difference below the run rule the game is over.  If they reduce the run difference to below the run rule then the new home team will bat.  If they subsequently score enough runs to exceed the run rule the game will be over, if they do not the game will continue under that format.  If the situation reverses, the teams would flip/flop again.

6. Batter is out after two strikes.  Any combination of called strikes, swing and miss strikes, or foul balls that equals two, the batter is called out on strikes.
7. Lineup is due to the home plate umpire promptly  before each game:  Any team who turns in a lineup with an additional hitter that fails to show; the team will play with an out at that place in the batting order until the player arrives.  
8. Batting Order: Both Coed and Men’s teams must accommodate a minimum of 10 players in the batting line up to avoid penalty.  Mixed lineups must have an equal/even amount of men and women to alternate gender each at bat to avoid penalty.  In no circumstance can a Mixed division enter a batting line up that is an odd number 
Mixed and Men’s teams will have the option to bat the bench, however mixed teams must still accommodate the alternating of guy/girl, or girl/guy throughout the lineup.

Note: When batting the bench in the event your team drops a player due to ejection or injury you will adhere to the same forfeiture rules as if you were batting the minimum.

9. If a team has only 8 players at game time, they will be the visiting team and will have the time it takes to have their first at-bat to field their 9th player or the game is forfeited.  Coed teams must have a minimum of 4 men and 4 women for this scenario.  A team may play with 9 players and take an automatic out for the 10th position each time it comes up to bat.  A team may play with nine if they are short because of injury, but will take the automatic out when the injured player is due to bat.  (In Mixed leagues teams can drop down to 9 players and it does not matter  which sex is short ie. 4 girls – 5 guy’s or 5 girls –4 guy’s.  Also as long as male and females alternate in the batting order it does not matter which sex is first to bat.) 

10. Forfeits are bad for the game:  Any team who forfeits a game due to shortage of players are subject to a $25 fine, which will be paid at the Huffhines Recreation Center before the team’s next scheduled ballgame.  A second forfeit in the same season will mean the team could be dropped from the league schedule.  This rule will be enforced at the discretion of the Parks and Recreation Athletic Office.

11. Player ejections:  Any player ejected from a ballgame will be ejected from the ballpark for that game.  If the ejection is deemed serious to warrant a longer suspension the Richardson Umpires Association in coordination with the league director reserve the right to mandate a longer suspension.  A second ejection will result in dismissal for that particular season or the year depending upon the severity of the incident.  The League Director may levy any suspension he/she feels is appropriate after researching a reported incident.  The umpires will recite grounds for ejection before the start of each ballgame, but players, team managers, and spectators are of course responsible for their own actions.  If a player ejection causes a team to play less than the number of players the team started with or less than 10 and there are no substitutes, the team will be given the option to play shorthanded and accept an out in the position of the ejected player in the batting line up.  If 2 players are ejected from the same team during the same game the game will result in a forfeit.  Offenses that require ejection can occur before, during or after games.  
12. Flipping the Bat: This has become a serious injury risk in softball.  Flipping the bat is described as the batter after hitting the ball flipping the bat in the air so it rotates end over end, a showmanship gesture, and the act causes a serious injury potential to other players and officials.  This has no legitimate purpose in the game.  “Flipping the bat” will be treated as a delayed dead ball.  After play has ceased and time called, the player will be called “out” and ejected from the game.  All play that happens before “time” has been called will count.  However the batter can not score as he is to be called out.  A team will be allowed to substitute for the ejected player if they have a substitute not in the batting line-up, and they will be allowed to play shorthanded if they don’t have a substitute but shorthanded is never less than nine players.

13. Protecting the Pitcher Rule: A line drive will be defined as any ball that either hits the pitcher, is caught by the pitcher in a defenseless mode, or glances off of the pitchers glove or clothing in a defenseless mode.  Any ball that strikes the ground first will not be included in this rule interpretation.

Penalies:  
1st Occurrence (each team) dead ball.  Batter is out.  Warning to both teams!
2nd Occurrence (same team) dead ball.  Batter is out and ejected from the game.

3rd Occurrence (same team) dead ball. Forfeiture of game.

Exceptions: If a line drive is caught by the pitcher, the pitcher still has the opportunity to double off any baserunner(s).  The play will continue until a normal timeout is called by the umpire and then the penalty will be enforced.
14. Profanity:  Will not be allowed in front of fans, opponents, or officials at the game.  Violators will be ejected from the ball park as well as their next game depending on the severity.

15. Music:  Will be permitted in the dugouts only.  Sound systems will be limited to a single blue tooth speaker per team.  The sound level must be maintained at a reasonable level and song choice must be family friendly (no profanity)    
16. Softballs:  Must be provided by the teams and will be purchased at Huffhines Recreation Center.  Purchases will be limited to 1 dozen per team at the start of each softball season.  All Men will use the 12’ ball, and all women will use the 11’ ball.  All game balls must be legible ie. Officials must easily decipher stamps(Richardson Stamp) and wording, or teams will be responsible for replacing the ball with a legible one or they will be directed to Huffhines Rec Center in order to purchase a legal ball if time allows.

17. Bat Rule:
All leagues must use an USSSA-approved bat. Effective 1/1/20 ALL bats must have the 1.20 BPF USSSA marking on the bat.
18. Protests:  Misenforcement of the City of Richardson Rules can be protested.  Judgment calls may not be protested.  All protests must be made at the time of the incident, before the next pitch.  For a proper protest, the umpire, and the other team must be notified that you are protesting.  Then you must file a written statement to the athletic office with a $25 check explaining your protest within 24 hours of your ball game.  If your protest is upheld, you will be refunded the $25 and the game will be resumed at the point of the protest.  If you lose the protest your check will not be refunded. 

A.  Player Eligibility can be protested!  If a team believes an opposing team player is not on the opposing teams roster it can be protested to the home plate umpire no later than the end of the 2nd inning.  At this time the accused player must provide the home plate umpire with a photo ID.  A maximum of 3 players may be protested per game and the protest fee will be $25 per player.  The umpire will log the name on the scorecard and finish the game.  If the accused player is not on the team roster the game will be forfeited.  This rule applies starting the 3rd game of  every season as this is the roster deadline.  Rosters must be turned to the Huffhines Recreation Center.  ATTN:  Athletic Office
19. Home Runs over the fence:  To help insure that teams sign up for the appropriate league, there are some special home run restrictions in USSSA and COR softball.  
Unlimited - Men’s Super D, Mixed Super D
2 per team - Men’s D, Men’s Church, Women’s D, any additional will be an out
1 per team - Mixed D any additional will be an out 
0 per team - Men’s E all home runs will be an out (NO LONGER AN INNING ENDING OUT)
0 per team - Mixed E inning ending out and a 5 run limit per team per inning
PLAYERS MAY NOT PLAY IN MULTIPLE CLASSIFICATION WITHIN THE SAME SEASON:  If a player is established as a Men’s D skill level they may not play down in an Men’s E classification, or Mixed D would not be able to play in Mixed E in the same season. (Effective January 2020)

20. Roster Limit:  Unlimited in number, but a written copy is MANDATORY and needs to be turned in to the home plate umpire.  This roster may be added to only in the case of injuries with the written approval of the City of Richardson’s Athletic Manager.  Players will be allowed to play on more than one City of Richardson team per night ONLY if it is 1 Mixed and 1 Men’s league.  However preferential scheduling will not be taken into consideration.   Players must have a Drivers License or form of photo identification with them at the park.

PLAYERS MAY NOT BE ADDED TO A TEAM ROSTER AFTER THE 3RD REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULED GAME.
21. Uniforms are required:  Same colored shirts with permanent numbers are required by the 3rd game!  NO TAPED, WRITTEN, OR ANY OTHER TYPE OF TEMPORARY NUMBERS ALLOWED.  Company logos are encouraged.  Violators of this rule may be subject to forfeit at the discretion of the opposing team prior to the first game pitch.  
22. Playoffs and League Awards:  The 1st place team after the regular season has completed will receive team shirts.  After the final game of the regular season the top 4 teams in each division will qualify to participate in a single elimination tournament the week directly following the last game of the regular season on the same night all regular season games were played.  Teams will be ranked 1-4 there will be 3 total games to determine the winner of the league Team 1 vs. Team 4 at the 8:00pm spot Team 2 vs. Team 3 at the 7:00pm spot and the winners of both games will play at 9:00 pm to determine the winner of the league and will receive a Team Trophy.  
At the discretion of the City of Richardson Parks and Recreation department additional teams may be added to a playoff bracket to accommodate unique tiebreaking scenarios. (Effective January 2020)
The higher seeded team will be the home team in each game of the playoff tournament.
(Playoffs will be offered in all regular seasons excluding Double Header Leagues)
23. League Standings Tie Breaker Procedure:

1. Win loss Record

2. Head to Head Competition

3. Point differential between the teams that are tied in there specific head to head match ups only!

4. Coin Flip

24. Rainouts, standings, and schedules: These are all kept on the website at www.quickscores.com/richardson.  All schedules will be posted at least one week prior to the season opener.  For rainout information at Huffhines or Breckinridge, you can also call 972.744.4301 after 3:00 on Sunday and after 3:30 on weekdays.  All softball teams are responsible for retrieving softball schedules/rescheduled games due to rainouts/and playoff information themselves.  Please contact Athletics office if there are questions about schedules.

25. The City of Richardson Athletic Program follows the National Weather Service guidelines for weather safety, which is an industry standard and recommended by The City of Richardson Office of Emergency Management.  Lightning detected within a 10 mile radius from the facility will be grounds to delay or cancel games.  The Richardson umpires association will make the final determination to delay or cancel league play for the evening once lightning is detected inside of 10 miles from the facility.  Wet field conditions that pose an injury threat, or safety hazard during scheduled play will be assessed by the UIC and a final determination to continue play, delay or cancel will be made on site.
26. Courtesy Runners: The Richardson Softball League allows for one courtesy runner per inning per gender. 
27. Alcohol:  Not permitted at the Ball Park.

