
CITY OF SIERRA VISTA 

LEISURE & LIBRARY SERVICES 

2016 SOFTBALL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

1.  General Information 

 

a. The Department of Leisure & Library Services Fall Softball program is scheduled to begin August 8, 

2016.  This program will be administered by Cochise Sports, with overview by the City of Sierra 

Vista.  All league functions will be handled by Cochise Sports. 

 

b. All games will be conducted in accordance with the 2016 United States Specialty Sports Association 

(USSSA) Rules, unless otherwise specified in this document. 

 

c. Mixed Doubleheader games will be conducted On Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Men’s Doubleheader 

games will be conducted on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Game times will be as follows: 

 

    (1) 6:30 PM 

    (2) 7:30 PM 

    (3) 8:30 PM 

 

d. Teams desiring practice time during the week must get a Diamond Permit from the Oscar Yrun 

Community Center (OYCC), the Ethel Berger Center (EBC), or the Cove.  Diamond Permits need to 

remain in possession of the team and will take preference over a nonscheduled practice by any team 

not authorized use of a field.   

 

e. End of season prizes will be awarded as follows: Divisions with 7 or fewer teams will have 1st and 

2nd place prizes, divisions with 8 or more teams will have 1st, 2nd and 3rd places prizes. 

 

f. Men’s team rosters are limited to 15 players; once a roster reaches 15 players a player must be 

dropped to add another player. Mixed rosters are limited to 16 players; once a roster reaches 16 

players a player must be dropped to add another player. 

 

g.  Any team that forfeits, for any reason, more than 2 games in a season will not be allowed to 

participate in the end of season tournament. 

 

 

2. Equipment/Officials 

 

a. Game balls will be furnished (12” for men, and 11” for women); all other equipment is the 

responsibility of each team. 

 

b. All games will be officiated by at least one umpire.  Championship games will have two umpires. 

 

c. The umpire is responsible for the official score and the home team is responsible for the official 

scorebook. 

 

d. All bats on the USSSA approved bat list may be used during League and Tournament games.  All 

bats must have the Oval USSSA stamp. 

 

 

 



3. Eligibility 

 

a. All players must be eighteen (18) years of age or older by 31 December 2016. Players that are not 18 

as of now will require a signed parents’ permission form and a copy of their birth certificate on file 

before they can play. 

 

b. Any player who participates in an official game will be committed to that team for the remainder of 

the season.  A player may not participate with more than one team in each league (Men’s or Mixed). 

 

c. Any player wishing to switch teams within their league must submit a written request to the League 

Director with approval from both teams.  Players may not legally participate with their new team 

until the League Director removes them from the old team roster and has them sign the new team 

roster. 

 

d. Coaches have the option of substitute players, up to 10 players.  If an official rostered player shows 

up, during the game, he/she will take the place of the substitute player(s).  When picking up substitute 

players, the coach of the opposing team and the umpire must be informed at the coin toss.  This 

option will be used only in league play.  Teams that use substitute players will be “stuck” at the 

number of players, regardless of how many official rostered players arrive after the start of the game.  

If a team wishes to use a player that is not on any league roster, the umpire will ensure that the player 

is added to the teams’ roster at the completion of the game. Substitute players can be any player that 

is currently on a roster and is playing/ has played in a game that evening 

 

4. Flagrant/Unsportsmanlike Act 

 

Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated and will result in appropriate disciplinary action by the League 

Director.  Players, coaches, managers and teams will conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner on and off 

the field.  If the umpire feels a situation is getting out of control, he/she may call both team coaches together 

and try to alleviate the problem.  If the umpire cannot alleviate the problem, he/she will take appropriate action 

necessary to include ejection of player or coach and forfeiture of the game. 

 

a. Unsportsmanlike acts are: 

 

i. Use of profanity. 

 

ii. Baiting of opponents. 

 

iii. Taunting of opponents. 

 

iv. Arguing judgment calls made by the umpire. 

 

b. Flagrant acts are: 

 

i. Physically accosting a coach, player, official or fan. 

 

ii. Swinging of a bat at a coach, player, official or fan 

 

iii. Entering the field of play (while a spectator) with the intent of confronting a 

player/umpire. 

 

iv. A coach/player, who is ejected from a game, remains to argue with the umpire, who in 

turn causes his/her team to forfeit the game. 



 

v. Any player who refuses to leave the park after they are ejected. 

 

c. Consequences of Unsportsmanlike and Flagrant Acts: 

 

i. Ejecting player(s) from the game and complex (sight and sound). 

 

ii. A player ejected from the game will not return that evening and will not compete in their 

teams next scheduled game.  Players that are ejected in the first game of a double header 

may have the second game count as their suspension, provided they leave the complex 

immediately and do not cause any more problems that night.  This decision will be made, 

on a case by case basis, by the League Director. 

 

iii. If both I & II are not adhered to, the umpire may forfeit the game. 

 

iv. If a participant commits a flagrant act against another player, fan or umpire they will be 

ejected from the complex and may be suspended for up to the next 5 games as determined 

by the League Director.  If the act is serious enough, the individual(s) concerned may be 

suspended from the league for the remainder of the softball season or for a period of up to 

one year, as determined by the Protest Committee. 

 

v. A spectator who commits an unsportsmanlike/flagrant act and is found to be a participant 

in either league will result in an appropriate suspension, as deemed by the League 

Director. 

 

5. Tournament Rules 

 

a. A player must have played in one regular season game, after signing a team’s roster, to be eligible 

for post-season play.  Players cannot be added to tournament rosters.  Rosters will be available 

for end-of-season tournament. 

 

b. No substitute players are allowed in tournament games.  Any team using illegal players will forfeit 

their game(s). 

 

c. The higher seeded team will be the home team for all tournament games except the Championship 

and IF games. 

 

d. Championship and “IF” games will be no time limit.  The game(s) will be 7 innings with the 

mercy rule still being in effect. 

 

e. In championship games the winners’ bracket team will be the home team.  Should an IF game occur 

the home team will be determined using a coin flip.  

 

f. In Men’s the seeding for the end of season tournament will be determined by the standings after the 

teams have played all other teams once.  There will be more regular season games after this point, 

but they will not affect the tournament seeding. 

 

6. Alcoholic Beverages 

Alcoholic beverages may not be consumed, by players, during a game.  A participant having alcohol on 

his/her breathe or seen consuming alcoholic beverages during a game will be ejected.  A second offense 

will result in a suspension from the league. 

Glass containers are not permitted in the Domingo Paiz complex. 



 

 

7. Fans/Spectators 

 

a. Unruly and partisan fans/spectators will be warned by the umpire and an official warning will be 

issued to the respective team coach regarding fans/spectators. 

 

b. If the respective team coach is unable to control their fans/spectators, it may result in a forfeiture of 

the game. 

 

c. In order to protect the participating teams, an unruly fan/spectator may be asked to leave the field 

area (sight & sound).  If the individual concerned refuses to comply, a forfeiture of the game will 

result.  A fan/spectator asked to leave the field will not return for the remainder of the evening. 

 8. Protest 

 

a. Protests involving player eligibility or substantiated rule misinterpretation/infraction will be 

reviewed by the League Director. A misinterpretation of a rule, which is noted by a coach and 

brought to the immediate attention of the umpire (before the next legal or illegal pitch), will be 

resolved prior to continuing play. 

 

b. The team coach will ensure that a protest involving player eligibility, or misinterpretation of a rule, 

which is not resolved, is written up on the umpires’ scorecard and submitted in writing, within 24 

hours, to the League Director.  The coaches summary to the League Director should contain the 

following information: 

 

i. Player’s name (if known). 

ii. Name of teams involved. 

iii. Score of the game. 

iv. Inning, runners on base, number of outs, and count on the batter. 

v. Rule, section and article of rule misinterpretation (if known). 

vi. Ruling made by the umpire. 

vii. Date and time of protest. 

 

The Protest Committee, consisting of the League Director and the Sports Coordinator (Jack King) will 

review protests and their decision will be final. 

 

9. Organization and Administration 

 

a. USSSA registration fee is due PRIOR to the start of the first scheduled game of the season. 

 

b. Player Information Sheets are due prior to the start of the first scheduled game of the season. Failure 

to do so WILL result in a forfeit. 

 

c. Please call me, Paul Hughes, League Director, at 456-5960 if you have any concerns/issues during 

the season.  You can also email me at cochisesports2003@yahoo.com.  

 

 

Paul Hughes 

League Director/Umpire-in-Chief 

Cochise Sports 

Leisure Services 

City of Sierra Vista 


