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PHENIX CITY PARKS & RECREATION

SPRING 2016 SOFTBALL RULES

Men’s and Women’s Church Leagues
· ROSTERS:  All players must be listed on an ASA roster form or ASA addition form, which is to be signed by the pastor before presenting to the Parks & Recreation Athletic office. Additions to the roster must be in writing on ASA roster addition forms signed by the pastor 24 hours prior to the game and submitted to the Parks & Recreation office. DO NOT give roster additions to game officials.  NO PHONE CALLS. Forms can be picked up at the Parks & Recreation Office from 9 AM to 5 PM Monday through Friday. NOTE: Roster additions can be made up until the halfway point of the regular season. Players must play in at least two regular season games to be eligible for post-season play. Rosters must be turned in at the Main Office before your first game or the game will be considered a forfeit.   All additions must be made by April 6 @ 5:00 PM unless there is a significant injury where a current roster player can no longer play.  Please not that in order to make a roster addition, that someone must be taken off of the roster.
· PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:  Teams must be composed of players who are not playing with any other team in a league sponsored by Phenix City Parks & Recreation. Only those players on the ASA roster or Addition form on file at the Parks and Recreation Office are eligible.  All players must be at least 14 years old at the time of the games they play in.  A player in high school shall not be eligible to play until his/her high school teams’ season has been completed and eliminated from the high school championship playoffs.  In Church League, Churches may pick up players that don’t attend their church as long as the pick-up players’ church doesn’t have a team.  Attendance to church services is the sole responsibility of the pastor or the church, not Phenix City Parks & Recreation.  
· - ALL PLAYERS SHOULD BRING PICTURE ID TO EVERY GAME/ OR STUDENT ID. ** To check the eligibility of a player, a coach should ask the scorekeeper to note the player’s name and number on the score sheet, then verify his or her name against his or her picture ID – an umpire shall serve as a witness and sign off on the verification – which will be submitted to the Parks and Recreation Office for verification against the official roster.  Umpire verification must be sought immediately after the game is completed.  The team contesting a player must present a written statement to the Parks and Recreation Office within 24 hours of the contested game.  If a coach or team permits anyone who is not legally on the roster to participate in a game, that game will be a forfeit.  Three (3) forfeits by a team will result in the team being taken out of the league and also forfeiting any fees paid.

· PLAYER PARTICIPATION: Players can participate on only one team.   Even if the teams are from the same church.  Players cannot participate on multiple teams – this includes Coed.  (John Doe cannot play for a men’s and a Coed team.) HOWEVER, players can participate on two different teams in different leagues (industrial and church) as long as the leagues play on different nights of the week.
· SCHEDULING:  Schedules will be provided by the Parks and Recreation Office.  Coaches are responsible for picking up schedules when they are ready.  Once schedules are made they will not be changed.  Teams must be available to play Monday, Tuesday and/or Thursday nights for Church League. You may begin scheduling practices once you turn in your Phenix City Team Registration form and all fees. Practice time slots will be reserved on a first-come-first-served basis. Schedule can also be found at www.quickscores.com/phenixcity.  We will play 12 games plus a double elimination tournament.  All games will be made up.
· RAINOUTS:  Rain games will be made up on the first available Friday following the rainout, or at the end of the season, time permitting.  If the first game is rained out, the later games will also be rainouts.  Any game stopped prior to becoming a complete game (4 ½ innings) will be played from that stopping point.  Coaches can call 334-664-1746 to find out if games are cancelled.  Anyone other than coaches calling the Parks and Recreation office for information on cancellation will be referred to their team coach for that information. Text blasts will also be sent to those coaches who have elected to receive them.  No decision will be made before 3:30.  There is a week open before the tournament for rainout games, once that week is full, and then we will schedule games on Friday or Saturday morning if needed.
· RUN RULE:  20 after 3 innings, 15 after 4 innings and 10 run after 5 innings.

· TIME LIMIT: Time permitted, games will last seven (7) innings. Time limit will be one (1) hour for men and women.  Game times are 7:00, 8:00, and 9:00. A grace period of ten (10) minutes will be allowed on the first game only.  This time will be deducted from the game time. All batters will begin with a 1-1 count.
· SCOREKEEPING:   Scorekeeping will be responsibility of the home team.  If no scorekeeper is available, the away team may handle the scorekeeper duties.  A scorekeeper must be determined before the game can begin. Lineups must be turned in to the scorekeeper at least 10 minutes before the game starts. Players must be listed by first and last name - no nicknames. ** If there is a problem with the score or the manner the score is being kept, either address it to the complex manager on duty or handle it in an orderly fashion with the scorekeeper.  Shouting, yelling, or unruly comments will not be tolerated from the field or the stands. Please advise your players and fans before the season, this is your warning.  You will be asked to leave the park.  All teams will be provided with a scorebook and is solely responsible for their own scorebook once received. 
· PLAYERS: Teams may start a game with 9 or 10 players. After a game begins, it can be continued with less than 9 players, but missing players will be considered an out each time their sport comes up in the batting order. If a team starts with only 9 players, a 10th can be added to the end of the lineup with no penalty, but if the game starts with 10 players, an extra hitter cannot be added. In a game begun with only 10 players, all 10 must play in the field.  Any grievances that a team may have must be submitted by email to kcollins@phenixcityal.us.  A response to any grievance will be made within 48 hours.
- In COED play, 10 players must play – five males and five females. Males and females must alternate in the batting order. There must be two males and two females in both the infield and outfield and one male and one female as pitcher and catcher. If the game starts with only 9 players, the vacant position must be listed last in the batting order; an out will be recorded when the vacant position is scheduled to bat; and with either three players in the infield or outfield, at least one must be male and at least one must be female; and the correct alternating gender may be used to fill that spot in the order. Extra Hitter is allowed, but only if an additional male and an additional female hit, thus bringing the hitting total to 12 players – six females and six males. 
· EQUIPMENT: Softball bats will be provided by the league.  No other bats are allowed during league play.  Softballs must be ASA approved. No steel cleats allowed. All balls must be yellow 12-inch, COR of .52/300 for men and 11-inch, COR .44/375 for women.  Each team will furnish (2) balls per game, each having the ASA logo clearly displayed. One ball must be new; the other must be in good condition as determined by the umpire. Each team will be responsible for foul balls on their side of the field. Batting team will be responsible for home run balls.

- In COED play, males will hit 12-inch balls and females will hit 11-inch balls, thus requiring each team to furnish at least one new 12-inch ball and one new 11-inch ball for each game. A backup ball of each size must also be supplied.
· DETERMINING HOME FIELD: Home Team will be listed first on the schedule and sit on the first base side.  During tournament, home team will be decided by coin flip prior to start of game. 
· COURTESY RUNNER: There will be no courtesy runner unless it is agreed upon by managers of both teams and the umpire.
· FORFEIT RULE: Three (3) forfeits by a team will result in the team being taken out of the league and also forfeiting any fees paid.

· PROTEST:  Only protest of rule misinterpretation or player eligibility will be accepted. A Manager has the right to protest over an umpire’s interpretation of the rules provided that the protest is made immediately and before the next official pitch takes place.  When protest is made, the umpire shall consult with his associates. If he is convinced that his decision is not in conflict with the rules, he shall announce that the game is being played under protest.  Failure of the umpire to make such announcement shall not affect the validity of the protest.  Protest must be made in writing and turned in to Parks and Recreation Office within 24 hours of the game protested.  This rule does not apply during tournaments.  During tournaments protest of the rule misinterpretation must be made before the next pitch. Protest of player eligibility during tournaments must be made before the next game is played. 
· Any problem which may arise that is not clearly explained in these league rules or ASA rules will be decided by Parks and Recreation and Commissioner of the ASA. Refer to umpires before the games for questions concerning the game.  Keep fans and non-players from interfering with games. Only team members are allowed in the playing area and dugouts. Fighting will not be tolerated under any circumstances and could result in expulsion from the league. 
· Players who are ejected from any reason will be suspended for one or more games. When an umpire ejects a player or manager the umpire shall go to the players’ manager or acting manager and inform him that the player has been ejected. The manager or acting manager shall be given one minute to have the player leave. Any player who is ejected from a game will leave the field and park immediately without causing a disturbance. If the player does not, this will constitute the player’s second ejection.  Any player who is ejected from a game a second time in one season for unsportsmanlike conduct, etc., shall be suspended for remainder of the season. 

· ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND ALL TOBACCO PRODUCTS ARE PROHIBITED INSIDE THE COMPLEX BY CITY ORDINANCE. 

· NO PETS ALLOWED INSIDE THE COMPLEX.
· NO OUTSIDE FOOD ALLOWED INSIDE THE COMPLEX.

· UNIFORMS: All players must wear a shirt with a number.  Duplicate numbers are allowed only in the case of males and females having the same number (female has #3 and male has #3, etc).
· WARM UPS: Use warm-up areas behind 1st and 3rd bases between the fields.  This is for safety of spectators as well as players.

· PRACTICE:   Each team will be scheduled to practice based upon a phone call to the Parks and Recreation office.  Please call to reserve fields for practice.  Will make reservations for up to 2 weeks out. 

· HOME RUN LIMITS: Limit of over the fence home runs will be used in all games.  The limit is four (4) per team per game. Home runs hit after the fourth home run will be an out.   

· STANDINGS AND TOURNAMENTS:  To determine the standings, if at the end of  the regular season, two teams end with the same win-loss record, the team winning over the other more times during regular season will be placed above the other team.  If still tied, team giving up the least runs against the other in head-to-head play will win the tiebreaker.  If still tied, runs scored – runs given up differential overall in the league will serve as the tiebreaker.  If still tied, a coin flip by Parks and Recreation will determine bracket assignment.  Adjustments may be made at the end of the regular season to establish a fair and equal tournament.  The Phenix City Parks and Recreation Office reserves all rights to make these changes only if felt necessary.   The women will not play any games on Saturday that is including the tournament..  The tournament will be played during the week as much as possible and some game on Saturday if necessary for the men.  The women are willing to play 3 games a night if necessary.
Phenix City Parks and Recreation Office reserves the right to make the final decision on all matters concerning the Church Softball League.

If you have any questions, problems, or great ideas please feel free to call the Phenix City Parks and Recreation Office. 

334-664-1746 – Kristi N. Collins, Athletic Coordinator
