
LEWISTON SLOW-PITCH LEAGUE RULES – 2009
1.  Governing Body

A. The Board of Governors will elect the following:  1 League Administrator, 1 Asst.

League Administrator, 1 President, 2 National Division Reps, 2 American Division Reps.

B. 2 Co-Ed Division Reps.  Out of this group a Treasurer and Secretary will be

chosen and voted in the board of Governors.  A Majority of the Executive Board/Elected Officers must be Lewiston Residents, unless otherwise approved by the Recreation Department.

C. This “Executive Board” will also consist of Past Presidents who wish to be

advisors to the League, with full voting privileges.

D. The Executive Board will be responsible for setting all entry fees for the

      upcoming season.  These fees include but are not limited to, field usage, all league 

      and play-off schedules, umpires, awards, and S.S.A. Team registration.  The 

      amount of all league fees shall be established and announced by the Board at least 

      two (2) full weeks before due date.  The League Treasurer will be responsible for

      the collection and distribution of all league fees with the League.

E. Treasurer and Secretary signing off on the checks.  All payments will be made by 

      check or money order only.  Cash will not be accepted at any time.

      Payments will be made at league meetings, directly to the treasurer.  Please make 

     checks payable to LEWISTON SLOW-PITCH LEAGUE.

F. The Executive Board will establish league game rules and will enforce these rules.

1. Above will be subject to the approval of the sponsoring Recreation

Department and the latter reserves the right to intercede in operation of the Executive Board as it may become necessary.

2. Enforcement of league game rules will include the handling of all protests,

      and disciplinary actions that may become necessary because of

      unsportsmanlike conduct, determining policies on play-offs and number of

      awards and categories.

2. A.S.A. Membership

    For Insurance purposes, all teams participating in this league must be registered in the

    A.S.A. Annual fees for A.S.A. registration is currently $25.00 per team.
3.  Eligibility

A. In order for a team to be accepted, the roster must include the names of twelve 

      (12) bona fide residents of the City of Lewiston.  Exceptions to this rule must be

      approved by the Recreation Department and Executive board.

B. Each coach or manager will be required to attend a clinic pertaining to the League Rules and Procedures, and will be required to sign the entry form.  This form will include a statement that the manager did attend the clinic, the information contained therein is true, and that he or she understands and agrees with the League Rules and Procedures.

C. All Players in the men’s program must be at least seventeen (17) years of age as of May 1st.  Players who are 17 will be required to provide written consent from their parents or guardian.  This rule also applies to the co-Ed League.

D. American League teams only will be permitted to have two (2) female members on their roster, but will play by the official men’s rules.

E. Any team that forfeits four (4) games will lose their eligibility and will be eliminated from the league.  All remaining opponents will be credited with a win for those scheduled games.  No money will be returned.

F. Any Player who is changing teams will not be allowed to play for his new team if: (a) he owes a debt of money and/or uniforms, equipment, etc. to his former team, or (b) he is under suspension by the A.S.A. or his former league for rule violations.  He will become eligible for league play when either; (a) his depts. have been confirmed to be cleared, or (b) his suspension has been served or lifted.

4.  Rosters – Write out spokesperson rule and no switching rule
A. Each team will designate, on their roster, the name of the official team

      representative.  This person is responsible for contacting players, discussing

      league business with the Executive Board, call the Recreation Department on 

      behalf of their team for rainouts, practices, etc.
B. Once a player has placed him or her self on a team roster that player will not be   

      able to take him or her self off the roster and place him or her self on any other

      roster for the rest of that year.  The player may in some cases request in writing the

      league board to wave this rule.  The manager or board may remove a player at anytime.

C. All team rosters will be limited to minimum of fourteen (14) players and a

maximum of twenty (20).  A roster containing less than fourteen (14) names, or more than twenty (20), may be waived by the Executive Board and the Recreation Department.

D. Rosters will contain full names (first and last), complete addresses and phone

      numbers, which must be clearly printed or typed on an official roster form 

      and then signed by each player.  No P.O. Box numbers for Lewiston Residents.

E. Any roster before July 1 must be processed at the Recreation Department Office and approved by the Executive Board.  

1. For additions between June 1 and July 1, a team will only be allowed up to three

      (3) players to be changed, at any one time, during that one month extension.

F. Rosters become final on July 1.  No changes made after this date unless approved by each member of the Executive board.  All changes will then be forwarded to the Recreation Department.

1. Additions will only be allowed if there are thirteen (13) or less players on the

rosters.  A team may substitute player/players to a maximum of fourteen (14).

                       Twelve (12) Lewiston residents must still be on the roster.

5.  Illegal Players
A. League players may not play for any other organized slow-pitch league with the exception 

      of the Co-ed/Duffers League in Lewiston, and also if a player is eligible under Rule #5E.

B. All players’ names must appear on the official roster on file at the Recreation Department. 

      The League Administrator must be notified before any new players gain eligibility.

C. Any team that utilizes the services of an illegal player in violation of Rule #5 will forfeit 

all games won previous to the knowledge of the “illegal players’ in which that player participated.  This player will also be suspended from further participation in this league for the remainder of the year.

D. Any team which utilizes a player who is not on the official league roster, which is on file

      at the Lewiston Recreation Department, and/or without notification to the Recreation

      Department and League Administrator, will constitute an illegal player and all penalties

      will fall under Rule #5 – Illegal players.

E. A Player may be eligible to play on an organized Lewiston Slow-Pitch softball team and an out-of-town slow-pitch softball team/league provided:

1. A written request is submitted to the Executive Board.

2. Player must be an established Lewiston Resident (Driver’s license and/or other proof of residence).

3. The Executive Board and Recreation Department approves request.

4. One Player per team, if request is approved by Executive board and Recreation Department.

Note:  Players in the National Division of the Men’s league will only be permitted to play in the National Co-Ed Division if they wish to.  A written request from the player to the Executive Board must be filed and approved by the board.

6.  Alcohol
A. The city of Lewiston has passed an ordinance prohibiting the consumption of Alcoholic

Beverages at all the fields.  This means all softball fields, and the surrounding areas including:  Players Benches, Bleachers, and Parking Areas.  At the Randall Road Complex, No Alcoholic Beverages are allowed through the Main Entrance Gate.   

B. Alcoholic beverages are not allowed on the fields, in the stands or the areas surrounding

the ballparks.  City ordinance provides a fine up to $500.00 for any infractions.  This will

be strictly enforced!!!  Players found to be in violation of this rule will face a minimum of

five (5) game (league and/or playoffs) suspension and/or expulsion of up to one (1) year 

from the date of the infraction.

                    Note:  There will be no modifications regarding this ordinance!  In addition to

        legal action taken towards all violators, an additional penalty may mean expulsion  

        from the softball league and from all programs sponsored or partially sponsored by

        the city of Lewiston, including tournaments.  Fans will also be removed if necessary.

7.  League rules
A. All games will be played under the official slow-pitch rules adopted by the Amateur 

Softball Association of America, with the exception of the following rules adopted by the Lewiston Slow-Pitch League.

1. Whenever the word “league is used, this is to also include the Co-ed/Duffers

       League unless other wise noted.

B. Steel-cleated shoes will not be allowed.

C. Whenever two (2) umpires are scheduled to do a game, and the second umpire shows up after the third inning or one or both umpires do not show for a game, notify the League Treasurer.  No notification-No Credit.  Notification within 48 hours.

D. A 15-run rule will be in effect for all leagues and playoff games.  A team that is ahead by fifteen (15) or more runs after five (5) innings, (4.5 innings if the home team is ahead, will be declared the winner.

E. A limit of two (3) homeruns per game for each team in all league and playoff games will be allowed.  Each additional homerun over the team limit is considered an out.  

      Note:  A legal homerun is a ball that clears the fence untouched by the outfielder.

F. Profanity Rule will be in effect in league and playoff games.

G. League recommends uniforms for teams.

8.  Game Rules’

A. Each team will be responsible for keeping their scorebook.  The “home team” will keep the official book.  The home team will be the team listed second on the schedule.  The umpire will sign both scorebooks in case of a protest, warnings, ejections, etc.  Have umpires sign score books before game whenever possible. 

B. Each team will supply one (1) new softball before the start of each game.  If additional balls are needed, both teams must furnish the necessary balls, not just the home team.  The official league ball will be any ASA-Approved redstitch softball.  These balls will be stamped WORTH SUPERGOLD STITCH BALL
and must be 12” ball.  If the umpire rejects the used ball, another ball must be furnished by the visiting team.

C. Managers must present the game umpire and opposing team manager a written line-up before each games.

D. A player may not play the field without being put into the batting order.  However a player may bat without playing on defense.

E. Nine, ten or eleven players will constitute a legal fielded team, and teams may also finish a game with (9) players and not forfeit; unless in the case of an ejection.  Any less than nine (9) and the team will forfeit.

F. If a team starts a game with (9) players only, and a tenth player arrives after the game has begun he may be inserted into the line-up, at the bottom of the batting order only if the batting order has not gone around.
G. If a team starts with 10 and one player is disqualified, it’s considered an out.  If a second player is disqualified the game will be forfeited.  If someone has to leave for an emergency or gets injured then the team can collapse their order.

H. Players must be present to be in the starting line-up.

I. Entire rosters may bat, but fixed batting order must be maintained.

J. A courtesy runner will be allowed once for any one player, and will be chosen by the opposing teams’ coach.

K. Teams are allowed to use free substitution on defense in all positions, as long as a fixed batting order is maintained.  This rule includes a pitcher returning to the pitching position.  Players not in the starting line-up (substitutes) will fall under the ASA “once in/once out” rule.

L. Teams do not need to furnish bases or home plates.  Permanent bases are furnished by the Recreation Department at each field.  At the Randall Road fields, the home team will be responsible for removing the bases after the game and placing them in the steel cabinets located at each field.  At the Marcotte field the home team in the last scheduled game will be responsible for placing the bases inside of the utility building where the lighting controls are located.  At Franklin Pasture, the home team will remove the bases and place them in the box by the bleachers.  Home teams will be responsible for the bases at the field they are playing, please take proper care of them.  The home plates will remain in the ground.  Note:  White and orange at first only.

M. Teams playing at Randall road are asked to leave the complex immediately following their game because of previous incidents of vandalism at the park.  The gate will be locked after the last game has immediately finished.

9.  Unsportsmanlike conduct
A. Team managers must have full control of their players at all times, whether on or off the field of play.  In the event of a disputed play or decision, only the team manager or captain may consult with the umpires.  All other team members must remain in the area of the team bench or at their normal defensive position and are to stay out of the discussion.

B. The umpires are representatives of this league when they are assigned to a game.  As such, they are authorized and required to enforce each section of these rules.  They have the power to order a player, coach, captain, or other team members to do, or omit any act which, in their judgment, is necessary to give force or effect to one or all these rules.  They will enforce all penalties as herein described.

C. Any team member who strikes an umpire, player, coach, spectator, or any other team member before, during or after a game may be suspended from the league for one (1) full year and/or probation as referred in Rule 9M, section 2.  After which, the case will be reviewed by the Executive board if the individual is planning to re-enter the program.  A.S.A. may also impose additional penalties.

D. The umpire may forfeit the game if physically, or verbally attacked by a player, coach, spectator, or any other team member.  The umpire should use good judgment when forfeiting a game.  Forfeiture of a game should always be the umpire’s last alternative.

E. Team members will receive suspensions of up to two (2) games for acts of unsportsmanlike conduct.  This includes abusive or profane language directed at an umpire, members of the opposing team, or spectators.  The player(s) involved do not have to be ejected from a game to receive a suspension.  Two written warnings from an umpire shall be sufficient grounds for suspension, if handed over to the Recreation Department and Executive board within three (3) days of the infraction.  Players who receive two (2) written warnings will receive a (1) game or two (2) game suspension, with possible probation, depending on the severity of the incident.

F. Anyone receiving tow (2) game suspensions for an unsportsmanlike conduct violation will also be placed on probation subject to Rule 9M, section 2.  During this probation period any further violations of League or ASA unsportsmanlike conduct rules by the probated player(s) will result in a one (1) year suspension.  (After which, the case will be reviewed by the Executive board if the individual is planning to re-enter the program.  A.S.A. may also impose additional penalties.)  

G. Umpires and/or teams will report all infractions of Rule #9 to the Lewiston Recreation Department within three (3) days of the occurrence.  The Recreation Department will then notify the Executive board.

H. The Executive board with the approval and assistance of the Recreation Department will dispense any and all disciplinary action(s).  Note:  Suspended player(s) will be required to sit out the game(s) that immediately follow the date their coach receives notification from the Executive board.

I. A team losing a player to suspension will not be allowed to replace that player on the roster.  Must also meet requirements of Rule #4D. 1.  

J. Suspensions handed down by this League, or the ASA District Commissioner, may carry over into the following season.

K. All suspensions will be reported to the ASA District Commissioner, and the A.S.A. Assignor.

L. Players serving game suspensions must be resent at the game(s) and in uniform (if his team has uniforms), in order to be considered a “game suspended”.  He must remain within his team’s bench area.  He cannot coach bases.  He may only act as a scorekeeper.

M. IF two or more players from any one team violates Rule #9, they will each receive a two (2) game suspension.  In addition, the entire team will be placed on probation.  All further infractions will directly involve the team as a whole, with the entire team facing possible ejection from the league, with no refunding of entrance fees.

1. One (1) hearing will be held to determine if the team is to be suspended from the

       league. 

2. The Executive Board reserves the right to set a date(s) for probation periods of

      player/s or teams.

N. Players and/or teams after having been notified of a disciplinary action by the League President or Vice President shall have 72 hours (3 days) to request one hearing/appeal of that decision otherwise the decision will be final.  Note:  Whenever the word “hearing” is used, it is to be understood to mean the team member’s and teams appeal process.

1. Hearings will be managed/processed by the Executive Board, with the assistance

      of the Recreation Department.

2. Hearings shall consist of the Executive Board, the player(s), coaches, and umpires involved, the A.S.A. District Commissioner, witnesses, and a representative from the Recreation Department.

a. If there is conflict of interest on the Executive Board, the Recreation Department and League Administrator reserves the right to have the Executive Review Board and/or A.S.A. Board present at the hearing and with full voting privileges.

Note:  Executive Review Board reserves the right to appoint a chairperson and an A.S.A. hearing can be held concurrently upon request of the Executive Board.

b. Team member(s) may be suspended until the A.S.A. hearing, with the

      approval of the Executive board.

3. Players and/or teams after having been notified of the disciplinary action by the League Administrator or Asst. Administrator shall have 72 hours (3 days) to request a hearing/appeal, otherwise the decision will be final.  Any team member may be suspended prior to, and during the hearing/appeal process.  If an umpire’s presence is needed at the hearing, the team requesting the hearing shall pay a fee of $50.00.  If the decision is overturned you will be refunded the amount.  This is a non-profit organization and we do not have the funds available to constantly pay to have umpires present at hearings.

O. A player who violates any of the above rules at a softball game, or any other softball related function in the city of Lewiston, such as tournaments, playoffs, etc., will be subject to the same disciplinary policies and actions.

P. Any player who has received 2 probation periods and then violates any rules under Rule 9 no matter if the most recent probationary period has expired, this player(s) shall be automatically banished from the league permanently.

10.  Protests
       Game protests must be submitted in writing within seventy-two (72) hours of the game in

       question, to the Executive Board.  A copy of the written protest will be sent to the 

       Recreation Department and must be accompanied by $50.00.  The protest will then be

       handled by the Executive Board and the ASA Umpires Association, the decision will be

       forwarded to the teams involved.

11.  Grandfathering
        The Lewiston Slow-Pitch League and Co-ed/Duffers League are limited to forty (40) teams 

        combined.  Teams from Lewiston who sere members of the league the previous year are

        grandfathered.  Out of town teams who were in the league the previous year will be allowed

        back into the league only after any new Lewiston teams have had the opportunity to enter

        the league.  If two or more teams are vying to fill one or more spots, the Executive board

        will determine which team(s) will be allowed to enter the league.  A ¾ majority vote by the

        Executive board is needed for a team to be voted in and that decision must then meet the

        approval of the Recreation Department.

A. To be considered grandfathers, a team must have more than half their original team

       roster.

12.  Results
       Email to Tony Gowell or Randy Marcotte.
13.  Game Cancellations
        In the event of inclement weather, the Recreation Department will inspect the fields and

        make a decision no later than 4:00 p.m.  Team manager, or an appointed team representative

        only, may call the Recreation Department office after 4:30 p.m. to find out if games have

        been postponed,  there will be a recorded message indicating game status.  No other team

        members may call the Recreation Department office phone lines for other business calls

        must remain available.  After 4:00 p.m. if inclement weather sets in, teams will report to

        fields where the umpire will make the decision whether or not to play.  If the umpire has not

        arrived within twenty (20) minutes of the scheduled starting time, both teams may leave the

        field without penalty of forfeit.  Note:  Once a game has been postponed, teams must not try

        to play the game by calling an umpire.  Also, they shall not use the field for practice.  This 

        could cause considerable damage to the playing surface, and may result in disciplinary

        action against the offending team(s)

A. Do not call the Recreation Department office before 4:30 p.m. on weekdays for information on postponements.  A designated member of the Executive Board will be responsible for canceling games on weekends.  Managers and umpires will be notified by this person. Check Quickscores at:  
http://www.quickscores.com/Orgs/index.php?OrgDir=lewistonsoftball
B. Make-up games may involve play on Friday or Sunday evenings.  Teams who are unable to play on the originally scheduled make-up date must have their game rescheduled through the League Administrator, and must meet Executive Board approval.

14.  Tiebreakers
A. If two or more teams finish the regular season tied in the final standings, the first tiebreaker will be the win/loss records in head-to-head play between the teams tied.

B. If a tie still exists, the next tiebreaker will be the divisional records of the tied teams.

C. The third and final tiebreaker will be a double coin toss by the Executive board.

D. In the event of a first place tie only, rule B & C will be eliminated and one game playoff will determine first place.

15.  Playoffs

A. Top 3 teams will make playoffs in a best out of three (3) series format.  Winner of the consolation tournament will be #4 seed in the series format.

B. Positions for the playoff seatings will be made by the Executive Board and will be based on the final regular season standings.

16.  Awards
        The Sponsor T-shirts will be awarded to the winners of each division in the regular season. 

        Champion trophy for American, National and

17.  Other Rules
A. Any team suspended from the league will not have any league fees refunded to them.

B. All teams will be assigned a division of play each year by the Executive board.      Decisions on divisional assignments will be based on the following:

1. A team’s performance in the league, playoffs and tournaments during the previous season.

2. The division of play they were in the previous season.

3. Any player changes for the current season, including players no longer with that team and new players added to that team.

4. The number of teams entered in the league for the upcoming season.

   All placements of teams by the Executive Board are final.  Any team that refuses

   placement, will not participate.

C. Any teams returning any five or more player from previous year’s team, will constitute

      the same team.

D. Any profits from the League One-Pitch tourney will be used for the following:

1. Paying any and all league debts.

2. The purchase of season and playoff awards.

E. In a series format for playoffs, the home team will alternate for each game.  The home team for Game #1 will be the higher seeded team.  Game #2 will be the opposing team.

F. If the teams have to play Game #3, the home team will be the same as in Game #1.
1. The home team in the City Championship series will be decided by a double coin flip Game #1, the loser of the coin toss in Game #1 will be the home team in Game #2, and if there is a Game #3, that game will have a double coin toss for home team.

2. Consolation tournament will double elimination and double coin toss throughout.

G. The two teams with the best regular season records in the American League may move up to the National League, the two teams with the worst records in the National League may move down to the American League.  Any teams refusing to move up or down will not be allowed to participate in the league.  The National League will be maintained at a minimum of at least 8 teams at all times.

H. All rules, once adopted for the season, will remain in effect for the entire softball season.
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