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Summer 2016 Fact Sheet

Registration
April 1 – May 29   
Super Sign-Up
April 28-May 1  
Late Registration begins May 30
 (Spots are not Guaranteed) 

Practice Begins
Week of May 30   
First Game
June 10 or 11  
Last Game
August 6  
Tournament (D1/D2 leagues only)
August 6/7 and 12/13
Schedules located at…………. www.quickscores.com/desertfoothillsymca     

Register at the Desert Foothills Family YMCA or on-line at www.quickscores.com/desertfoothillsymca

Desert Foothills Family YMCA
34250 N. 60th Street Bldg. C
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
(480) 596-9622
Frequently Asked Questions
Did I choose the correct league for my child:  This is the most common question we receive after the first practice or game.  When choosing which league to register your child in, be knowledgeable on the difference between recreational and competitive.  Our recreation league is for those participants with less than 3 seasons of experience.  The recreational leagues will have modified rules, players must play at least half of the game, standings will not be kept and there will not be any playoffs. (Optional tournament if we get enough teams to participate)  The emphasis in recreation is developing skills, sportsmanship and fun! Our competitive league is for those participants that have played for at least 3 seasons.  Players are entitled to play 25% of the game and high school rules are adhered to.  Score and standings are kept and a single-elimination playoff is held at the end of the regular season.  1st and 2nd place awards are given.  The emphasis is on developing skills, sportsmanship, competitiveness/winning and having fun!
Attire.  Participants should be dressed appropriately for the sport they’ve registered for.  Tennis shoes and athletic shorts are appropriate for all sports.  

· Basketball – Jr. Suns/Jr. Mercury jersey required, gym shorts and shoes recommended
· Volleyball - Knee pads are recommended  
When should I hear from my child’s coach:  You should here from a coach by June 5th.  If you don’t, contact Drew Master (Sports Director) @ dmaster@vosymca.org & inform him what sports, grade, competitive or recreational league you registered for & the name of your child.  Due to many registrations sometimes we are still looking for volunteers to coach teams.  If interested, please contact the sports department so we can give you the materials needed to succeed.

Season Length.  Each team plays at least 8-games.  With playoffs teams can play as many as 12 games.
Scholarships.  The Valley of the Sun YMCA wants every child to participate regardless of their socioeconomic situation.  The YMCA is proud to offer financial assistance to those families that are in need.  Ask at the front desk for the “Open Doors Financial Aide Forms.”  You must complete the forms and submit the required copies of income to be eligible.  A YMCA employee will contact you stating the amount of financial aide that we are able to give. 
Strong Kids Campaign:  Each year all of the YMCA’s in the valley raise money for the strong Kids Campaign.  Each dollar raised from the campaign goes to support financial aide to those families that can not afford to participate in YMCA programs including sports.  Nearly 25% of our sports participants receive some type of financial assistance.   
How can you help:  Support Strong Kids by becoming a donor to the campaign, sponsoring a sports team for the season, participate by purchasing tickets for the 50/50 raffle at games or help raise money through our sports fundraiser.    

Coaches.  All coaches are volunteers and we’re always seeking volunteer coaches to participate in our programs.  To volunteer, mark the box on the registration form and fill out a volunteer coach application form.  Each volunteer will receive a YMCA coach’s shirt and training materials after a background check has been completed.

Program.  Our youth sports programs provide a fun, positive environment for kids to learn and participate in sports.  Emphasis is placed on the YMCA’s core values of Caring, Honesty, Respect and Responsibility.
Fees.  We have member and non-member rates for all of our sports. They are listed on our Sports Flier
Pictures.  We use a photography company each season that offers team and individual photos at each location.  This is an added option.  The YMCA doesn’t control the prices of the pictures and their cost is not included in the sports registration fee.   

Practices.  Parents need to be prepared to practice a minimum of one day/night per week, for at least 45 minutes.  Depending on the sport, practices may be held at the YMCA (*), neighborhood parks or local schools.  The site, day and time are chosen by the coach. (*) Practice times at the YMCA are limited and first priority goes to our recreational basketball and our volleyball teams. Practice Times at the YMCA are after-school between 4-9pm or on Sundays. Competitive basketball teams can rent gym time if available at the YMCA for $150 per season for half the gym. (per hour)
Games.  Games are played on Friday evenings or Saturdays.  Games are NOT always played at the location that you registered at.  Basketball games are held at the Desert Foothills, Scottsdale/PV, & Chris-Town YMCA’s, along with other locations.  1st-6th recreational volleyball games are held at the Desert Foothills YMCA or Milestones Charter School, 4th-12th competitive volleyball games are played at Aspire Volleyball complex or the Multi-Generational Center. Visit www.quickscores/desertfoothillsymca for your schedule as well as locations/maps.
Refunds.  Must be submitted prior to the first game of the season. No Refunds will be given after June 11th
Schedules.  All schedules are posted at www.quickscores.com/desertfoothillsymca and broken down by YMCA branch and coaches name (i.e. Peterson (DFH)).  Directions to game locations are also available through Quick Scores.
Team Organization.  Teams are organized by grade levels:  PK/K, 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th, 5th/6th & 7th/8th and High School.  We strive to honor coach and friend requests but can’t make any guarantees.
Trophies.  Each individual team has the option of purchasing trophies. The YMCA does not provide trophies but is happy to recommend a local trophy retailer.   See www.quickscores.com/desertfoothillsymca  for trophy information.
Uniforms.  Each participant is responsible for wearing a YMCA-provided reversible jersey.  

· Jr. Suns/Mercury Reversible Basketball Jersey ($20)
Blue/White Reversible YMCA volleyball jersey ($15) Competitve Volleyball Teams can create their own jerseys
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